JCPRD Camp Branch Park

Master Plan

2019

Gather

B

Acknowledgments

Table of Contents

The consultant team gratefully acknowledges the following
Johnson County Park & Recreation District (JCPRD) staff, who
directed and contributed to this Camp Branch Master Plan.

Executive Summary ........................ 1

Jeff Stewart, Deputy Director Parks and Recreation

02: Analyze Phase............................ 5

Bill Leek, JCPRD Project Manager
Bill Maasen, Superintendent Parks & Golf Courses

01: Gather Phase.............................. 3
03: Listen Phase...............................10

Cliff Middleton, Planning & Development Manager

04: Plan Phase ................................16

Matt Garrett, Field Biologist

05: Summary of Costs...................33

Eddie Coffey, Southeast Region Manager
T.J. Harvey, Southeast Region Assistant

Appendices ....................................36
A: Public Engagement: Pop-up Event
& Opinion Survey.........................37

Steering Committee
We appreciate the time and valuable input provided by
the Stakeholder Advisory Committee, consisting of:
Ken Klingensmith, President Stilwell, Community
Organization
Julie Beck, Treasure, Stilwell Community
Organization
Nacona Ward, Stilwell Community Organization
Erik Pollom, Planning, Blue Valley Schools
Jason Meier, Meier Landscape Architecture
Roxanne Morse, Johnson County Planning
Commissioner
Chris Iliff, Johnson County Planning Commissioner
Peter Oppermann, Johnson County Planning
Commissioner
Linda Iliff, Neighbor
Mandy Doull, Neighbor
Prepared for:
Johnson County Park & Recreation District (JCPRD)

Prepared by:

B: Public Engagement: Steering
Committee ....................................52
C: Public Engagement: Public
Meeting #1 ....................................60
D: Public Engagement: Public
Meeting #2 .....................................73

Exhibits
Exhibit 1: Site Analysis ........................7
Exhibit 2: Concept A Diagram..........17
Exhibit 3: Concept B Diagram ..........18
Exhibit 4: Concept C Diagram ..........19
Exhibit 5: Final Concept Diagram....21
Exhibit 6: Final Master Plan ..............24
Exhibit 7: Central Park Amenity Area .25
Exhibit 8: Wetland & Wildflower Prairie..27
Exhibit 9: Day Camp...........................29
Exhibit 10: Cost Estimate Diagram..35

Summary

1

Executive Summary
Introduction
The 2015 Johnson County Park and Recreation District (JCPRD)
Master Plan, known as the Legacy Plan, identifies “Elements” to
guide future action and development by JCPRD. First among
that list is the advancement of regional Parks, which aligns with
one of the primary roles of JCPRD to provide parks and recreation
services for Johnson County. One of the Regional Park action
items is the opening of undeveloped parkland within the 15
year window of the Legacy Plan. The development of the 236
acre property known as Camp Branch Park (CBP) is included as
one of the associated recommendations.

Vision Statement
Create a vibrant, regionally attractive destination park for
eastern Johnson County, renowned for its striking natural
features and ecologically sensitive improvements, where
area residents and families can connect with nature.

Summary
Camp Branch Park is located in unincorporated Johnson County
between 175th Street and 183rd Street, just west of Mission
Road. The park property is approximately 2.5 miles northeast of
Stilwell, Kansas, and adjacent to Camp Branch Glade.
The park is currently undeveloped and the southern half of
the property consists of hay fields. Within the park there are
woodland areas, open grasslands, rock bluffs within wooded
slopes, Camp Branch Creek, small pond areas, and a freshwater
emergent wetland. Each of these natural features offers great
opportunity for visitors to enjoy a variety of passive and nature
based activities.
Camp Branch Park is positioned to be one of the premier
destination nature parks in Johnson County and the greater
Kansas City metropolitan area. Increasingly, research indicates
that significant physical and mental health benefits are
achieved by getting both children and adults outside.

Throughout the public engagement process there was
enthusiastic support for a nature based park. The Master
Plan presented here preserves the natural character and
resources within the park, while providing opportunities for
visitors to have unique outdoor experiences and connect
with the natural environment. Due to the unique natural
character and topographic restrictions in the northern
half of the park, proposed improvements in this area are
limited to prairie grass restorations, soft trails in the prairie
and woodland areas, and a paved trail connection to the
planned Camp Branch Streamway Trail at 175th and Mission
Road. In the southern half of the site where the topography
is amenable to park development, the Master Plan provides
for such improvements as parking areas, medium sized
shelters, restrooms, paved trails, picnic areas, a nature based
playground, and wetland boardwalk. A Day Camp facility
area is also proposed in a previously disturbed area, which
could host a variety of environmental, historical, and cultural
programs for school field trips, outdoor skills clinics, scout
groups, and special events.
The following report prepared for JCPRD provides a Master
Plan for Camp Branch Park (CBP). The master planning
process, described in more detail in the following pages,
includes an analysis of the existing park site; engagement
and input from staff, neighbors, the public, and steering
committee; and the development of initial concept plans
that were presented, reviewed, and refined in the Final
Master Plan recommendations.
An opinion of probable costs was developed for the
implementation of this Master Plan. The opinion of costs
includes proposed features for the site and costs associated
with design and construction. The costs have been itemized
to correspond with the three main park activity zones
(Central Park Amenity Area, Wetland & Wildflower Prairie, and
Day Camp Area) and the additional site infrastructure, trails,
and other improvements. The summary of costs is provided
in Section 05.

What can be experienced in a single day at Camp
Branch Park? Photos from the park are included throughout this report to

illustrate the potential discoveries and activities waiting to be experienced by visitors.
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Gather Phase
The first step in this planning process was to hold a kick-off
meeting with JCPRD Staff to share existing knowledge and
information regarding CBP. The project schedule and public
engagement process was also discussed. Key findings and
discussion points from this meeting include:
»

CIP currently includes $4.8 million for Phase 1 in
2021.

»

Camp Branch Glade property west of railroad
tracks – relationship to Camp Branch Park should be
explored

»

Future trailhead for Camp Branch Streamway Trail at
175th and Mission Road

»

Deed restrictions on the north half (+/- 90 acres) of
the site (no lighted ball fields) for development. No
restrictions for the south half (+/- 140 acres).

»

All park property is located in unincorporated
Johnson County

»

Light on park facilities in this area of Johnson County

»

Development outlook in south Johnson County for
the next 20 years; Rodrock development occurring
east of Mission at 175th.

»

Utilities (water and power) are available to the site

»

Old airstrip remnants in south half of site

»

There is opportunity to enhance the old farm pond

»

There was a previous natural resource evaluation in
regards to the South Metro Connector.

»

There is currently a lot of large lot development
adjacent to the park.

»

A diverse steering committee is desirable (JCPRD
Staff, Board members, residents, and community
leaders)

»

Opportunity to connect to Camp Branch Streamway
Trail through the park, which would be a great
destination and anchor for the trail system.

JCPRD Legacy Plan
CBP is included within the 2015 JCRPD Legacy Plan, under
“Regional Parks” and “Trails & Connectivity” Legacy Elements.
Action items and recommendations within these elements
are presented below:
Regional Parks: Preparation of community input-driven
master planning process is the number one priority for
development of the CBP property. Recommendations
identified based on input received during the countywide
planning process include:
»

Focus active recreation amenity development at the
south end of the park property.

»

Preserve and manage Camp Branch Streamway
corridor within the park.

»

Plans for trails and connectivity: Internal park trail
system including the Camp Branch Streamway Trail,
local community, and public transit connections.

Trails & Connectivity: The potential for streamway trail
development within CBP as part of the first phase of
development within the park. Continuation of the trail
beyond the park to Stilwell Community Park would be a
future connection opportunity.
Although CBP is not specifically mentioned in the “Connecting
with Nature” legacy element, the following recommendation is
of note due to the park’s existing natural amenities and features:
A destination Nature Playground and Day Camp Area
to be determined in future planning efforts, with an
existing park or future park as possible locations.

Previous JCPRD county plans were reviewed to gain an
understanding of potential recommendations as well as
future visions for CBP.

Connecting with Nature.

02

Introduction

4

Analysis

5

Analyze Phase
CBP site is located in the Osage Cuestas region within the
greater Central Irregular Plains ecoregion in eastern Kansas,
south of the Kansas River (starred on the map below). Cuestas
are characterized by east facing ridges between which lie
flat to gently rolling plains. They are composed of alternating
layers of sandstone, limestone, and shale. Generally, ridges are
capped with limestone, and the gentle slopes are underlain
with thick layers of shale.
Historically, most of the region was covered in a mosaic of
vegetation consisting of tallgrass prairie, oak barrens, oakhickory forest on uplands; floodplain forests, wet prairie, and
marsh along broad river floodplains (Harker, et al 1993). The
tallgrass prairie was dominated by big bluestem (Andropogon
gerardii), little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium), Indian
grass (Sorghastrum nutans) and a wide variety of wildflowers.
Upland woodlands and forests were dominated by shagbark
and bitternut hickory (Carya ovata and C. cordiformis); red,
white, and black oak (Quercus rubra, Q. alba, and Q. velutina),
Ohio buckeye (Aesculus glabra) and pawpaw (Asimona triloba).
Today, very little of this native vegetation remains throughout
this region of the state and most of the prairie and forest have
been converted for agricultural purposes.

Site Evaluation
Much of the acreage within CBP remains undeveloped
with limited development in the central portion of the site.
Oak-hickory woodland remains the dominant ecological
community, followed by un-mowed grasslands with some
prairie species, hayfields, and a wooded drainage corridor
from a freshwater emergent wetland down to Camp Branch
Creek. Variable topography throughout the site contributes to
the diversity of ecological communities present. The steepest
topography is generally along drainage ways to Camp Branch
Creek, especially within the northern half of the site. The Oakhickory woodland includes exposed rock bluffs.
Two small ponds are present on the park property; the first
is a 0.21 acre pond located in the oak-hickory woodland area
along the western half of the site. The second is smaller at
0.04 acres and is within a cedar thicket area just outside the
woodland in the northern half of the park. As previously
noted, a freshwater emergent wetland is located in the
southern half of the site. This is most likely an old farm pond.

Physiographic Regions
Map of Kansas

Camp Branch
Park is located
in the Osage
Cuestas region

*
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In July 2018, the consultants walked the CBP property with JCPRD Staff to experience and document
the existing conditions and notable site features.

1
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Disturbed Woodland

2

Oak Hickory Woodland
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North Pond

3

Potential Prairie with Lone Tree
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Creek Access

4

Rock Bluff South
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Hayfield with Existing Shed
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Rock Bluff North - High Point
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Old Airstrip

South Pond
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Exhibit 1 - Site Analysis
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Utilities
As previously noted, the CBP is currently undeveloped and
therefore no utility service is currently available for any
facilities within the property. Utility service providers in
the area include Johnson County Public Works, WaterOne,
Kansas Gas Service, AT&T, Spectrum, Westar Energy and
Kansas City Power & Light Company.

Observe the moss patterns on the rocks.

The following utilities are present in the area:
»

Water main along western side of Mission Road.

»

Telephone line along the western side of Mission Road.

»

Sanitary sewer (30” DIP) runs across the
northeastern corner of the property in proximity
to Camp Branch Creek.

»

Existing overhead power lines run diagonally
through the middle of the park into the northern
end of the park property.
Discover ferns growing in rock crevices.

Smell damp leaves and new spring growth in the woodland.

Overhead utility lines cutting through park property.

Contemplate bark patterns of trees.
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Listen Phase
The planning process for the CBP Master Plan included
multiple opportunities to gather public input, which included
a pop-up event, three steering committee meetings, two
public meetings, and online engagement.

Pop-up Event & Online
Opinion Survey
The public was invited to provide community feedback early in the
process during JCPRD’s Park Palooza event. Additionally, an online
opinion survey was made available with the following questions.

Question #1: The JCPRD’s park and recreation
system consists of nearly 10,000 acres of parks and
trail. What activities do you enjoy the most?

1

The top responses to this question included:
»

Walking

»

Hiking

»

Nature viewing

Question #2: Today, Camp Branch is a natural area

2

with few improvements, such as trails or shelters. As
JCPRD plans its future, which features are most
important to protect?

The top responses to this question included:
»

Wetlands, lakes, and streams

»

Wooded areas

»

Pollinators

Question #3: What types of activities would you like
to enjoy at Camp Branch Park in the future?

3

The top responses to this question included:
»

Hiking, biking, and/or walking trails

»

Nature viewing

»

Picnics

See Appendix A for a summary of the public input received as
part of the Opinion Survey #1
Public preferences, captured as dots at Park Palooza 2018.
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Steering Committee
A Steering Committee consisting of JCPRD Staff, Stilwell
Community Organization members, Johnson County (JOCO)
Planning Commission members (several of whom live near
the park), and Blue Valley School representatives, met three
times throughout the planning process to review and discuss
the following:
»

Public input

»

Challenges and opportunities

»

Potential users and activities

»

Preliminary Master Plan concepts

»

Overall park vision & goals

»

Draft Master Plan

Meeting#1
During the first meeting, the following comments regarding
the overall vision, possible activities, potential users, and park
design were shared:
Vision:
»

Keep it natural / “Nature” Park

»

Destination for field trips and learning on the
eastern side of Johnson County

Activities:
»

Hiking and biking

»

Picnic area

»

Disc Golf

»

Open space

»

Interpretive signage

Users:
»

Coming from the west (183rd & Metcalf )

»

Coming from the north and east:

»

175th and Mission Road intersection will be redone
and additional car trips are expected

»

Rod Rock Development will include 800 homes over
the course of multiple phases

Design:
»

Connecting Camp Branch Park to Camp Branch
Glade will be difficult

»

Parking should be more centrally located in the park
with access from the east and south

»

Locate potential shelters and play areas near parking

»

Like the idea of a “central spine” trail (paved)

Listen
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Meeting#2

Meeting#3

During the second meeting, three potential park concepts
were presented and discussed. These potential concepts are
included in the ‘Plan Phase’ Section of this document. The
Steering Committee was asked to provide input and identify
likes / dislikes for each of the concepts to provide direction for
the Consultant to develop a draft Master Plan.

The third meeting involved sharing the vision statement and
goals for the park, the refined draft Master Plan, and the results
of the public open house.

The Committee liked the following about the concepts:
»

Prairie Conservation Areas

»

Trail located near the creek and rock outcroppings

»

Day Camp placed separate from Central Park
Amenity Area

»

Loop trail through wildflower prairie

The Committee provided the following comments
regarding potential improvements:
»

Coordinate location of Mission Road access with
JOCO Public Works

»

Amphitheater could be more of an outdoor
classroom

»

Provide a nature trail experience

»

Define acreages of areas (open space, prairie, etc.)
and approximate trail lengths

The Committee liked the following:
»

Paved trail connections to lookout location

»

Disc golf course layout

»

Plan incorporates comments from both the Steering
Committee and general public

The Committee also shared concern about park access from
Mission Road being close to the existing neighborhood. The
Consultant and JCPRD staff noted they plan to review the
Mission Road and 183rd Street access locations with JOCO
Public Works. Other comments included shifting trails away
from property lines and the use of signage and or fencing along
the western side of the park to identify property boundaries.

Listen
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Public Meetings
Meeting#1
A public open house was held at Stilwell United Methodist
Church to solicit community feedback on the draft master
plan. The format included stations showing the planning
process, the site analysis with existing photos, and the draft
Master Plan with potential park amenities and activities.

Meeting#2
Residents who reside within 1 mile of CBP were invited to
attend a formal public presentation of the draft master plan
at Stilwell United Methodist Church. The invitation also
included a comment form for residents to provide feedback.
The format included a 20-30 minute presentation followed
by a Question & Answer session. The Consultant and JCPRD
Staff were available afterwards to review and discuss the draft
Master Plan with residents.

Online Engagement
An Opinion Survey for the draft Master Plan was made
available during and after the Open House and Formal
Public Presentation.
The following Master Plan features were the most liked:
»

Trails near rock bluff and rock outcroppings

»

Streamway/hiking trail interconnectivity

»

Prairie, wildflower, and savanna (grassy plain)
restoration areas

See Appendices for a summary of the input received as part
of the Pop-Up Event, Steering Committee Meetings, Public
Meeting #1, Public Meeting #2, and Opinion Surveys.

Listen
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“Keep it as natural as possible.”

“As the area becomes increasingly
developed with new subdivisions, this is
a valuable opportunity to preserve a place
for people to connect with a natural area”.
“Would love to see this remain as
undeveloped as possible. Hiking, biking
trails would be great!”

Comments received from Survey No.1
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Plan

15

Plan

16

Plan Phase
This phase of the project included the development of conceptual Master Plan diagrams, the draft Master Plan, and the final Master
Plan. Throughout this phase, the Public feedback was utilized to inform the Master Plan development process.

Master Plan Diagrams
Working from key findings during the Discover Phase, Site Analysis,
and initial public feedback, Vireo developed three conceptual
Master Plan Diagrams to review with the Steering Committee.
These diagrams showed potential spatial arrangements and
relationships for park activity areas (nature based playground,
day camp, open space, amenity area), conceptual layout of
park infrastructure (roadways and parking), natural features
(prairie, wetland, woodland) and schematic layout of trail
types and interconnectivity.
A common denominator of the three diagrams included leaving
the northern half of the park in a natural state in its northern half
to protect existing habitat and preserve the natural resources.

Brush your hand through seed heads of prairie grasses
swaying in the breeze.

Additionally, the diagrams had the following in common:
»

Preserving and minimizing disturbance to the oakhickory woodland

»

Restoring unmowed grasslands to prairie areas
(areas adjacent to woodlands)

»

Utilizing the existing hayfield as park open space

»

Recommending savanna buffers at property
adjacencies

»

Converting hayfield at southern end of park to
wildflower prairie

Variances in the Master Plan diagram included the following:
»

Location and layout of park entrances, park roadway,
and parking areas

»

Location and arrangement of open space &
wildflower prairie restoration areas

»

Location of main park facilities (amenity, nature play,
and day camp areas)

»

Inclusion of day camp area

»

Inclusion of disc golf course

»

Layout of trails throughout park

The master plan diagrams are included on the following pages.

Identify wildflowers blooming in the park.
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Draft Master Plan
While no one single Master Plan diagram option was selected,
the Steering Committee identified preferred elements within
each of the three diagrams and requested the Consultant
to move forward with a Draft Master Plan to include the
following:
»

A single, large open space area

»

A day camp area separate from the main park
amenity area

»

Nature play located with better visibility

»

Disc golf course

»

Camp Branch Streamway Trail layout to provide a
better (more comprehensive) experience of the park
(take the trail west towards the rock bluff but keep
out of woodland).

In order to provide a better sense of the unique character and
natural features a park user may experience as they explore,
the Draft Master Plan also illustrated the following:
»

Trail types (Camp Branch Streamway Trail,
woodland trail, and prairie trail) along with overall
interconnectivity.

»

Trail interest points and potential user experiences
such as “Gazing upon the Big Bur Oak” or “Discover
the Waterfall”.

Major highlights of the Draft Master Plan include:
»

Two park entrances (Mission Road and 183rd Street)
to allow for flexibility of park access locations as
future development occurs in the surrounding areas.

»

Day camp facilities proposed at the existing cedar
thicket. This area of park has been previously
disturbed and providing improvements here would
avoid disturbance to more sensitive woodland areas.

»

Spatial arrangement in the Central Park Area of the
park amenities, nature play area, and open space.
Adjacencies between these features will allow for
convenient access to the amenity areas from the
parking lot and overall connectivity within the
Central Park Amenity Area.

»

The Central Park Amenity Area serves as the
terminus and destination point for the Camp Branch
Streamway Trail.

»

A conceptual disc golf course layout, which provides
a variety of experiences/park character, but avoids
conflicts with trail users, habitat areas, and natural
resources.

Nature play

Day camps

Disc golf course
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Overall Park Vision & Goals
As heard throughout the planning process, the idea of a
park that offers nature based activities and protects existing
natural resources is important to the public and the Steering
Committee. With that in mind, the Consultant developed the
following Vision & Goals for Camp Branch:
Create a vibrant, regionally attractive destination park for
eastern Johnson County, renowned for its striking natural
features and ecologically sensitive improvements, where
area residents and families can connect with nature.
Nurture Experiential Learning
»

Create connected trail system through habitat areas
(woodland, prairie, and wetland)

»

Highlight natural features as destination points

»

Include interpretive / informational signage

»

Plan for “Day Camp” area for group learning activities

Arrange Site Elements to Promote Equitable Access

Take Care of Valuable Habitat & Natural Resources
»

Locate main infrastructure /development in
previously disturbed areas of park site

»

Limit paved trails through habitat areas

»

Incorporate soft trails through habitat areas

Utilize Existing Park Assets to Promote Passive Play
»

Plan for a single, large open space

»

Integrate an 18-hole disc golf course within the park

»

Include “Nature Play” area in existing woodland

Restore Ecological Function
»

Restore prairie in open areas adjacent to woodlands
and at southeastern corner of park site

»

Preserve / enhance existing wetland

»

Provide savanna restoration at property line
adjacencies

Establish Regional Trail Connections

»

Plan for two vehicular entry / exits

»

Connect to Camp Branch Streamway Trail

»

Include bus parking area

»

Plan for future trail extension south of park

»

Locate amenity area adjacent to parking

Plan
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Final Master Plan
After meeting with the Steering Committee, Vireo proceeded
with refinement of the Draft Master Plan.
The Final Master Plan on the following page includes the
following features:

Day Camp Area
»

Parking (12 vehicular & 3 bus spaces)

»

Shelter (medium)

»

Restroom

»

Outdoor Activity & Skills Space (0.75 acres)

»

Woodland & Prairie Soft Trails (2.10 miles)

»

Outdoor Classroom in existing woodland

»

Soft Trail Access to the Waterfall, Rock Bluff Overlook,
and Camp Branch Creek

»

Prairie Garden with Gathering Space (0.35 acres)

»

Walking Trail Loop with 6 Educational Stations (0.5
miles)

»

Pond Improvements

»

Prairie Restoration Areas (29.50 acres)

»

Savanna Buffers

»

18 Hole Disc Golf Course

»

Connection to Camp Branch Streamway Trail (1.35 miles)

In addition to the park features listed above, the main park
activity areas are identified as the Central Park Amenity Area,
Wetland and Wildflower Prairie, and Day Camp. Conceptual
site plan enlargements were developed to illustrate amenities
and infrastructure within each area:
Central Park Amenity Area

Conceptual site plan enlargements were developed for
the following park areas:
»

Central Park Amenity Area

»

Wetland and Wildflower Area

»

Day Camp Area

Arrange Site Elements to Promote Equitable Access

»

Parking (80 spaces)

»

Plan for two vehicular entry / exits

»

Shelters (2 medium)

»

Include bus parking area

»

Restroom (4 season facility)

»

Locate amenity area adjacent to parking

»

Picnic Area with shade (2 ADA accessible tables)

»

Nature Play in existing woodland

»

Outdoor Gathering Space / Classroom in existing
woodland

»

Multi-Purpose Open Space ( 16-18 acres)

Wetland and Wildflower Area
»

Parking (13 spaces)

»

Walking Trail Loop (0.5 miles)

»

Boardwalk through Wetland

»

Wetland Improvements

»

Wildflower Prairie Restoration (28-30 acres)

Watch dragonflies float among the leaves of water willow at
Camp Branch Creek.
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Central Park Amenity Area

5-Picnic Areas

The following improvement features are represented on the
plan on page 25.

An outdoor picnic area would be located within the tree
grove to benefit from the existing shade. The picnic area
should have tables situated to offer ADA accessibility, take
advantage of existing shade, and offer views to the open
space or woodland areas.

1-Parking
Parking is centrally located within the southern half of the
park where more of the intensive park activities and use
occurs. Existing topography here is gently rolling and more
amenable to development. The main parking area is located
just south of the existing tree grove, with both shelters located
within close proximity to the parking lot. The existing trees
provide shade and comfort for park visitors, while also serving
as an anchor for the proposed amenities to be integrated
around. Additional amenity areas are located to the north
of the parking within and around the tree grove. The nature
play is located to the northeast of the parking in the existing
woodland area, with an outdoor classroom and gathering
area just beyond..

6-7-Paved Walkways
Various paved accessible pathways should be provided to
offer connectivity between shelters, restroom, picnic areas,
the Nature Play area, and to the Camp Branch Streamway Trail.

Located just west of existing tree grove and providing the
setting for Shelter 2, a pollinator garden is included to provide
information about and showcase native perennials in the park
that visitors may encounter as they venture into prairie areas.

9-Nature Play

See Park Entrance section for information.

The Nature Play is located along the western side of the
woodland area, outside of the existing drainage way.
The woodland canopy provides shade and a unique,
comfortable setting. Existing trees within the woodland and
along the western edge should be limbed up to allow for
views into and around the Nature Play area. Architectural
relics in the woodland offer the opportunity for historical
points of interest.

Two medium-sized shelters would be located in the central
park amenity. One shelter would be located at the edge of
the existing woodland in proximity to the Nature Play area.
The second shelter would be located within the pollinator
garden and adjacent to the outdoor picnic areas.

4-Restroom
The restroom for this area would be located near Shelter 1
and the Nature Play area, due to the higher potential for user
activity associated with Nature Play.
A four season restroom should be considered with the
potential of the park attracting users in late fall or on
unseasonably warm winter days.

The paved, 10’ wide Streamway Trail would run along the west
side of the Central Amenity with a paved walk connection to
the parking lot.

Observe moss patterns on the rocks.

12-Multi-Purpose Open Space
This 16-18 acre Open Space is defined by existing woodland
on the east and the Camp Branch Streamway Trail on the
west. It would be planted with a low maintenance turf grass.
Ample space allows opportunities for activities such as kite
flying, tossing a frisbee, or playing a game of tag.

8-Pollinator Garden

2-Park Entry – Mission Road

3-Shelters

11-Camp Branch Streamway Trail
Connector

10-Outdoor Gathering Space/
Classroom
An Outdoor Classroom located north of the Nature Play area
provides an opportunity for small gatherings of families and
friends or small school group to enjoy the woodland within
proximity to the parking and restroom, while being able to
have the feeling of being immersed in the woodland.

13-Shade Tree Plantings
Additional shade tree plantings are proposed in the parking
and throughout the Central Amenity Area to provide shade
and comfort for park visitors, while providing landscape
buffers between different activity areas.

Spot the snail tucked into a boulder

14-Parking Lot Bio-Retention Facility
The parking lot would be graded to drain towards the
drainageway between the wetland and existing woodland.
This portion of the drainageway could be modified to serve
as a stormwater retention facility to capture, treat, and
infiltrate stormwater. It also provides an opportunity to install
an attractive combination of native pollinator plantings and
serve as an entry feature as visitors arrive from the Mission
Road park entrance.
Open space allows opportunities for activities such as kite
flying, frisbee, or playing a game of tag.

Outdoor gathering space provides an opportunity for small gatherings or a small school group to enjoy the woodland.
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Exhibit 8 - Wetland & Wildflower Prairie
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Wetland and Wildflower
Prairie
The following improvement features are represented on the
plan on page 27.

1-Parking

5-Boardwalk

9-Savanna Restoration Buffer

A boardwalk for park users to experience the wetland and
observe wildlife associated with this habitat area.

Groupings of trees would be planted along the western
property boundary to provide a visual buffer of the park
entrance drive from 183rd Street.

6-Existing Wetland Improvements

Parking is located just the east of the existing drainage way
from the wetland, with a paved walkway connection from the
parking lot to the paved trail loop around the wetland and
through the wildflower prairie.

The existing wetland will be enhanced with shoreline
plantings to improve habitat and the addition of a boardwalk
for park users to experience this park feature. The trail loop
leads up to a high point in the southeastern corner of the
park, which offers views out over the wildflower prairie and
down to the wetland.

2-Park Entry – 183rd Street

7-Tree Planting Enhancements

See Park Entrance section for information.

Small grouping of trees and shrubs to enhance habitat and
provide shade at the destination points along the trail loop.

3-Paved Trail Loop
This 1/2-mile, 10’trail loop serves as the terminus of the Camp
Branch Streamway Trail with the wetland and surrounding
wildflower prairie serving as a destination point within Camp
Branch Park.

8-Trail Loop Destination Points

Watch fluffy seeds of milkweed float away in the wind.

10-Wildflower Prairie Restoration
The hayfields surrounding the wetland in the southern end
of the park would be renovated to wildflower prairie. The
existing ridges and slope orientations provide an opportunity
to showcase the wildflower prairie and have it serve as part
of the entry experience for park visitors, while also providing
improved habitat for wildlife populations.

11-Wildflower Overlook Point
A stopping point at the highest elevation of the trail loop,
which offers seating, interpretive panels, and views of the
wildflower prairie restoration

Spot the delicate lavender flower of wild petunia blooming at
the feet of prairie grasses.

Destination points along the trail with interpretive panels
explaining the wildflower prairie restoration.

Experience the wetland and observe wildlife associated with
this habitat area.

Destination points along the trail which would provide views
of the wetland area along with interpretive panels explaining
the wildflower prairie restoration.

4-Paved Walkways
Paved accessible pathways provide connections from the trail
loop to the boardwalk and wetland area.

A 1/2-mile, 10’ trail loop serves as the terminus of the Camp
Branch Streamway Trail.

Hayfields surrounding the wetland in the southern end of the
park would be restored to wildflower prairie.
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Day Camp

5-Outdoor Gathering Space

The following improvement features are represented on the
plan on page 29.

East of the shelter, this circular gathering space could consist
of stone seating and provide an initial staging space to orient
visitors to the Day Camp area.

1-Parking
The parking lot is located just outside of the woodland/cedar
thicket to provide visibility of the Day Camp area and let
visitors know the facility is in current use. A paved walkway is
provided along the western side of the parking and connects
the entry walk to the Day Camp.

2-Kiosk/Info Station
An information kiosk is shown at the northern end of the
parking which is at the starting point for the woodland soft
path. The kiosk would provide information regarding the park
and map of trails and paths.

3-Restroom
The restroom for the Central Park Area would be located
between the parking and shelter for the Day Camp for
convenient access. This restroom should include storage
spaces for maintenance equipment.

4-Paved Walkway
A 10’paved walk provides direct connection from the parking
lot to the shelter for the Day Camp.

A circular gathering space could provide an initial staging
space to orient visitors to the Day Camp area.

6-Medium Shelter
A medium-sized shelter would be located at the terminus
of the paved entry walkway. The shelter is adjacent to the
outdoor gathering space and open lawn area defined by
a formal pathway loop around the shelter. This allows for
flexibility and setup for temporary tent structures to be
brought in as part of day-long learning experiences.

10-Prairie Garden and
Gathering Space
The central walking path eventually leads to another
opening in the woodland canopy, which is the location for
a Prairie Garden and Gathering space. Here visitors have the
opportunity share a more intimate experience with prairie
habitat, while learning about activities such as bird watching,
wildlife photography, or plant identification.

11-Walking Trail Loop
This walking trail would be a 1/2 mile accessible loop through the
oak-hickory woodland, leading to the six Educational Stations.

7-Paved Walkways

12-Educational Stations

A central 6’wide walking path provides connectivity from the
shelter area out to the Outdoor Classroom, Prairie Garden,
and Walking Trail Loop.

Along the walking trail loop through the woodland are
Educational Stations where small groups can gather to
observe and learn about trees, woodland flowers, wildlife
signs, habitats, and streams/ponds.

8-Open Activity Space
An open lawn area is located next the shelter. This provides
space for outdoor games and physical activities such as ring
toss, 3-legged race, sack race or hula-hooping. This space also
allows for Day Campers to test their skills at archery, camping,
crafts, and other basic skill activities.

Snap a photo of a butterfly perched on a rock outcrop.

Gaze in wonder at the unique fruit of the Ohio Buckeye.

13-Existing Pond Improvements
The existing pond would be dredged to remove excess
sediment and the shoreline edge planted to enhance habitat
and encourage wildlife. This would provide an opportunity for an
Education Station to be associated with the pond.

9-Outdoor Classroom

14-Tree Planting Enhancements

As the central walking path begins to venture into the woodland,
it connects to an outdoor classroom which is located west of
the Activity and Skills area. The surrounding woodland serves as
the setting and subject for educational sessions. Tree and shrub
groupings are provided as a buffer between uses.

In locations where cedars have been removed, additional tree
and shrub groupings would be added to restore woodland
habitat and provide shade to the Outdoor Classroom and
other gathering locations.

The surrounding woodland serves as the setting and subject
for educational sessions.

An Education Station can be associated with the pond to
explore habitats and wildlife.

Walk through rock outcroppings.
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Park Entrances

Site Interpretation

In order to accommodate future growth and provide flexibility
as CBP is developed, two park entrance locations are shown
on the Final Master Plan. The Consultant and JCPRD Staff
met with Johnson County Public Works (JCPW) staff to share
the Master Plan and proposed entrance locations. In general,
JCPW noted identifying two park entrances is prudent to
accommodate future growth and development in this area.

A plan for additional interpretive panels and locations should
be developed to highlight CBP’s historical, cultural, and
natural features. These panels would also further educational
opportunities for visitors walking through the park who may
not participate in on-site education programs or activities.

183rd Street Entrance

The central spine trail (paved) through the park would
connect the Central Park Amenity Area with the trailhead at
175th Street and Mission Road. The trail layout would offer
users an opportunity to experience woodlands in the north,
pass along prairie areas, and catch glimpses of the park’s
natural character. The looped portion of the trail around
the wetland area provides a connection point for the future
Camp Branch Streamway Trail extension to Stilwell.

The Master Plan shows the 183rd Street entrance at the
high point on 183rd Street and JCPW staff noted placing the
entrance at the high point makes sense. JCPD staff noted
there are no future plans for 183rd Street as improvements
were recently completed.

Mission Road Entrance
The Master Plan shows the Mission Road entrance aligned
with 180th Terrace. JCPW staff noted this location makes
sense as there are good views each way on Mission Road.
Additionally, JCPW noted the potential increase in traffic on
Mission Road due to development in the Overland Park island
annexation areas makes it important for the side roads to be
aligned as much as possible.
The design of the Mission Road entrance will be finalized
during the design process for CBP. During the design phase,
JCPW would determine through their planning process, if
any improvements to Mission Road would be necessary to
accommodate a park entrance.

Additional Site Features
Property Delineation
JCPRD will delineate park boundaries through fencing and
signage, as appropriate.

Savanna Buffer
Additional tree plantings will be added along property lines
to help buffer park areas from adjacent property owners.
These plantings will also help to diversify park habitat and
support wildlife.

Camp Branch Streamway Trail

Soft Trails (Unpaved)
A network of soft trails would be added with connections
from the Central Park Amenity Area. These trails would
provide access to the woodland areas, prairie areas, Camp
Branch Creek, and other natural features within the park.

Camp Branch Creek
While only a small portion of Camp Branch Creek crosses
through park property, it should be viewed as an important
natural feature within the park. This is one of the few creeks
in the Kansas City Metro Region that has not experienced any
major degradation in stream quality due to development.
Soft trails provide access to the creek on the western side
and in the northeastern corner of the park where there is a
waterfall feature.

Disc Golf Course
An 18-hole disc golf course would be located primarily in the
middle portion of the park. Users would access the course
from the Central Amenity Area. The conceptual course layout
wraps around the eastern side of the multi-purpose open
space and up through the existing woodland areas to reach
into the northern half of the park before coming back down
along the oak-hickory woodland along the western and
eventually returning to the Central Amenity Area. The course
layout should avoid conflict points with other park user s as
much as possible.
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Summary of Costs
Summary of Costs
The following is a summary of the opinion of probable costs for recommended improvements. The costs have been itemized to
correspond to work associated with the conceptual park enlargements and additional site infrastructure and improvements.

CENTRAL PARK AREA
SHELTERS, RESTROOMS, NATURE PLAY, ETC.

TOTAL $

3,291,000

TOTAL $

1,489,000

TOTAL $

1,406,000

TOTAL $

1,755,000

GRAND TOTAL $

7,941,000

DAY CAMP AREA
PARKING, SHELTER, RESTROOMS, TRAILS, ETC.

WETLAND & WILDFLOWER AREA
TRAILS, BOARDWALK, WETLAND RESTORATION, ETC.

ADDITIONAL SITE INFRASTRUCTURE, TRAILS, & OTHER IMPROVEMENTS
ROADWAYS, PARKING, TRAILS, PRAIRIE RESTORATIONS, ETC.

NOTES
1. This Master Plan level Opinion of Probable Costs is for budgeting purposes only and is in no way intended as a guarantee of construction costs. A
number of assumptions and allowances were made.
2. Costs for long-term maintenance of these materials is not included.
3. The costs above do not include prevailing wages.
4. Soft Costs & Owner Contigency inclludes design, engineering, geotech and survey fees; testing and special inspections; insurance; permitting; bidding;
and Owner's costs contigency.
5. Unit pricing is based on April 2019 construction costs.
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Appendix A
Public Engagement: Pop-up Event & Opinion Survey

Future Activities
What types of activities would you like to enjoy at Camp Branch Park
in the future?
Nature Viewing

Day Camps

Picnics

Trails

Playgrounds

Fishing

Hiking

Photography

JCPRD

Camp Branch Master Plan
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Opinion Survey for the Camp Branch Park Master Plan

Q1 The JCPRD’s park and recreation system consists of nearly 10,000
acres of parks and trails. What activities do you enjoy most? Select all
that apply.
Answered: 106

Skipped: 0

Hiking

Bicycling

Walking

Nature viewing

Picnicking

Sports

Special events

Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Hiking

71.70%

76

Bicycling

38.68%

41

Walking

76.42%

81

Nature viewing

71.70%

76

Picnicking

42.45%

45

Sports

23.58%

25

Special events

23.58%

25

Other (please specify)

26.42%

28

Total Respondents: 106

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

socializing my dog at the dog park

10/12/2018 9:14 AM

2

Off leash dog areas

10/9/2018 6:09 AM

3

Play structure, ninja course, hills with slides built in, team sports fields

10/1/2018 8:38 PM

1 / 14
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Opinion Survey for the Camp Branch Park Master Plan �
4

Play structures, short hills with slides built into the hill. Skate park, ninja course

10/1/2018 8:32 PM

5

Dog park

10/1/2018 12:58 AM

6

Horseback Riding

9/30/2018 6:32 PM

7

Offleash dog parks

9/30/2018 2:46 PM

8

Playgrounds

9/29/2018 8:25 PM

9

Playground activities

9/29/2018 6:59 PM

10

Playground and splash park

9/29/2018 6:30 PM

11

Dog parks

9/29/2018 12:42 PM

12

Playgrounds for kids

9/29/2018 12:36 PM

13

running/trail running

9/29/2018 10:49 AM

14

Playgrounds

9/29/2018 9:57 AM

15

Birding; Photography

9/28/2018 3:26 PM

16

dog park

9/28/2018 12:55 PM

17

Kids playgrounds!

9/27/2018 8:12 PM

18

Off leash dog park

9/27/2018 7:37 PM

19

Mountain biking

9/27/2018 2:23 PM

20

Dog parks

9/27/2018 1:23 AM

21

Fishing

9/26/2018 12:33 PM

22

Fishing

9/26/2018 12:32 PM

23

Camping

9/26/2018 11:27 AM

24

trail running

9/26/2018 10:48 AM

25

Geotracking

9/24/2018 5:52 AM

26

kayaking

9/21/2018 8:04 AM

27

Camping

9/21/2018 7:52 AM

28

Fishing

9/21/2018 7:38 AM

2 / 14
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Opinion Survey for the Camp Branch Park Master Plan

Q2 Today, Camp Branch Park is a natural area with few improvements,
such as trails or shelters. As JCPRD plans its future, which features are
most important to protect? Select all that apply.
Answered: 103

Skipped: 3

Wooded areas

Prairies or
other open...
Wetlands,
lakes, and...
Rare plants
and animals

Pollinators

Birds

Other (please
specify)
0%
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30%

40%
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90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Wooded areas

80.58%

83

Prairies or other open spaces

55.34%

57

Wetlands, lakes, and streams

84.47%

87

Rare plants and animals

52.43%

54

Pollinators

65.05%

67

Birds

48.54%

50

Other (please specify)

8.74%

9

Total Respondents: 103

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Natural land/home to animals and birds

9/30/2018 6:33 PM

2

Everything

9/29/2018 11:16 AM

3

reptiles/amphibians

9/29/2018 10:49 AM

4

Native species. Endangered species.

9/27/2018 8:13 PM

5

Large boulders or cliffs

9/27/2018 5:13 AM

6

Fishing access

9/26/2018 12:34 PM

7

Fishing access

9/26/2018 12:33 PM

3 / 14
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Opinion Survey for the Camp Branch Park Master Plan

8

History of the area.

9/24/2018 6:37 PM

9

All of the above.

9/21/2018 7:55 AM

4 / 14
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Opinion Survey for the Camp Branch Park Master Plan �

Q3 What types of activities would you like to enjoy at Camp Branch Park
in the future? Select all that apply.
Answered: 96

Skipped: 10

Nature viewing

Camping

Picnics

Hiking,
biking, and/...

Playgrounds

Fishing

Photography

Other (please
specify)
0%
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60%

70%
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90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Nature viewing

80.21%

77

Camping

40.63%

39

Picnics

47.92%

46

Hiking, biking, and/or walking trails

91.67%

88

Playgrounds

38.54%

37

Fishing

35.42%

34

Photography

37.50%

36

Other (please specify)

13.54%

13

Total Respondents: 96

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Dog areas

10/9/2018 6:11 AM

2

Mountian biking specially

10/7/2018 5:43 PM

3

Horseback Riding

9/30/2018 6:35 PM

4

Large Offleash dog park with water access for the dogs and trails over varying terrain for
exploration.

9/30/2018 2:51 PM

5 / 14
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Opinion Survey for the Camp Branch Park Master Plan �
5

Splash park

9/29/2018 6:30 PM

6

Probably wouldn’t use this park.

9/29/2018 2:19 PM

7

Hiking with my dogs

9/27/2018 7:41 PM

8

Relaxing spots like isolated park benches, adirondack chairs

9/27/2018 3:40 PM

9

Mountain biking

9/27/2018 2:29 PM

10

If there are rock outcroppings there, then rock climbing.

9/27/2018 5:16 AM

11

OHV Recreation

9/26/2018 12:35 PM

12

mountain biking trails to run and cycle on.

9/26/2018 10:50 AM

13

Disc golf

9/19/2018 9:29 AM

6 / 14
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Q4 What other comments do you want to share with the Camp Branch �
Park master planning team.
Answered: 41

Skipped: 65

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

More single track mountain biking and hiking trails would be a great addition

10/7/2018 5:43 PM

2

Don’t destroy our land and rid animals of their natural habitat!!

10/6/2018 12:59 PM

3

Keeping of some the old airport history would be cool.

10/2/2018 8:17 AM

4

We need mountain bike trails in this area.

10/2/2018 8:13 AM

5

A public use area to have family gatherings, fish and allow kids to play would be amazing

10/2/2018 7:06 AM

6

Please leave the wooded area.

10/1/2018 8:49 PM

7

Loving the Stilwell park. It’s really bringing the community together. Love the Hill. Chicago did a
park similar, but huge. I feel that a skate park, ninja course, or just a small but smart park area
would be a plus. I prefer for walking parks to have a main attraction. For safety reasons, I would
not use trails if there wasn’t a park close by.

10/1/2018 8:42 PM

8

Would love to see this remain as undeveloped as possible. Hiking, biking trails would be great!

10/1/2018 7:43 PM

9

It would be great to have an area for events like theatre or music. Trails for viewing nature would
be nice

10/1/2018 7:11 PM

10

A park to explore nature as it was intended is best

10/1/2018 1:00 AM

11

*

9/30/2018 1:10 PM

12

Do minimal. Keep it natural.

9/29/2018 9:05 PM

13

In 40 years plants will grow and plants will die. Bird species will change along with the plants.
Woods could burn so what you do today will be completely different in 40 years. Maybe less.

9/29/2018 2:19 PM

14

Off leash dog park would be great

9/29/2018 12:43 PM

15

None

9/29/2018 12:39 PM

16

Dog park would bring in more usage. Not small like Stoll but big like Heritage.

9/29/2018 12:13 PM

17

Keep it as natural as possible

9/29/2018 11:17 AM

18

n/a

9/29/2018 10:50 AM

19

NO SPORTS FIELDS, LIGHT POLES, OR MAJOR DEVELOPMENT PLEASE!

9/29/2018 10:37 AM

20

It would be nice to have family campgrounds at a jcprd park

9/29/2018 9:59 AM

21

Johnson county needs another dog park similar in scale to Shawnee Mission Park.

9/28/2018 12:57 PM

22

Thank you for asking for input!!

9/27/2018 8:14 PM

23

Have a dog park like Shawnee mission dog park but with more wooded non paved hiking trails. I
am sad they are paving, there will be poop everywhere.

9/27/2018 7:41 PM

24

I really feel there should be a mountain biking trail. It will attract a lot of people who live nearby
because the closest trail is Shawnee mission. It’s great exercise and people will start using the
grills and picnic tables

9/27/2018 2:29 PM

25

Would be great to have a park for the smaller kids in the community to learn and use as part of
education field trip without need to go to places such as the Ernie Miller Park and Nature Center on
the east side of the county.

9/27/2018 8:48 AM

26

As the area becomes increasingly developed with new subdivisions, this is a valuable opportunity
to preserve a place for people to connect with a natural area.

9/27/2018 8:34 AM

7 / 14
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27

Leave it as undeveloped as possible and still allow people to enjoy it. Also, just in general, really
promote Leave No Trace principles.

9/27/2018 5:16 AM

28

No more off leash areas. They are stinky and people are rude.

9/26/2018 6:18 PM

29

Playgrounds always appreciated

9/26/2018 3:25 PM

30

Camping facilities would be great!

9/26/2018 11:28 AM

31

Natural hiking trails would be awesome. Living in the Midwest, it is hard to find shaded woody
areas good hiking opportunities

9/26/2018 11:02 AM

32

I hope you are working with the Urban Trail Co team!

9/26/2018 10:50 AM

33

This park should remain in its natural state. Availability of sports fields, etc. are numerous at area
schools and other sites.

9/24/2018 6:42 PM

34

N/A

9/24/2018 8:25 AM

35

In Houston growing up we used to go to Armand Bayou Nature Park all the time. It had nature trails
that every so often had labels for some of the natural fauna. It was through a densely forested
area and in wetlands so a lot of it was on wooden walkways. It was amazing. I’d love to see this
stay very natural and have it set up to teach kids (myself included) geotracking.

9/24/2018 5:58 AM

36

I would love to see more family camping events.

9/21/2018 7:53 AM

37

Keep the natural habitat intact.

9/21/2018 7:50 AM

38

I'm hoping the park remains very natural without a lot of built structure or organized sports fields.

9/12/2018 12:27 PM

39

Please do not overdevelop the area for human use.

9/12/2018 12:25 PM

40

none

9/12/2018 11:48 AM

41

Listen to staff when they make suggestions!

9/12/2018 10:20 AM

8 / 14
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Q5 How familiar are you with Camp Branch Glade?
Answered: 95

Skipped: 11

Extremely �
familiar �

Very familiar

Somewhat �
familiar �

Not so familiar

Not at all �
familiar �

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Extremely familiar

4.21%

4

Very familiar

5.26%

5

Somewhat familiar

26.32%

25

Not so familiar

22.11%

21

Not at all familiar

42.11%

40

TOTAL

95

9 / 14
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Q6 How would you describe yourself in relation to Johnson County? �
Select all that apply. �
Answered: 96

Skipped: 10

Resident

Property owner

Worker

Business owner

Advocate

Government
official/sta...

Non-resident

Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Resident

88.54%

85

Property owner

60.42%

58

Worker

43.75%

42

Business owner

16.67%

16

Advocate

12.50%

12

Government official/staff person

9.38%

9

Non-resident

5.21%

5

Other (please specify)

7.29%

7

Total Respondents: 96

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Camp Branch Neighbor

10/1/2018 7:43 PM

2

OP volunteer

9/30/2018 6:35 PM

3

Used to live there- plan on moving back

9/29/2018 8:27 PM

4

Neighbor to the park (east of mission)

9/29/2018 10:37 AM

10 / 14
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5

Live close to this park

9/27/2018 10:57 AM

6

Former JCPRD employee

9/26/2018 11:02 AM

7

Community activist

9/24/2018 5:58 AM

11 / 14
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Q7 What is your zip code?
Answered: 93

Skipped: 13

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

66202

10/17/2018 11:44 AM

2

66219

10/9/2018 6:11 AM

3

66215

10/7/2018 5:43 PM

4

64114

10/6/2018 12:59 PM

5

66085

10/4/2018 2:23 AM

6

66214

10/3/2018 10:10 AM

7

66062

10/3/2018 8:41 AM

8

66216

10/2/2018 8:17 AM

9

66013

10/2/2018 8:13 AM

10

66085

10/2/2018 7:06 AM

11

66085

10/1/2018 8:49 PM

12

66085

10/1/2018 8:47 PM

13

66085

10/1/2018 8:42 PM

14

66085

10/1/2018 8:12 PM

15

66085

10/1/2018 7:43 PM

16

66085

10/1/2018 7:11 PM

17

66061

10/1/2018 7:34 AM

18

66220

10/1/2018 1:00 AM

19

66062

9/30/2018 10:33 PM

20

66221

9/30/2018 6:35 PM

21

66223

9/30/2018 3:27 PM

22

66203

9/30/2018 2:51 PM

23

66215

9/30/2018 1:10 PM

24

66227

9/30/2018 1:06 PM

25

66061

9/30/2018 12:01 PM

26

66204

9/30/2018 10:46 AM

27

66212

9/30/2018 10:05 AM

28

66030

9/29/2018 9:22 PM

29

66062

9/29/2018 9:05 PM

30

64086

9/29/2018 8:27 PM

31

66223

9/29/2018 7:01 PM

32

66223

9/29/2018 6:30 PM

33

66216

9/29/2018 2:43 PM

34

66018

9/29/2018 2:19 PM

35

66062

9/29/2018 2:16 PM
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36

66085

9/29/2018 12:43 PM

37

66212

9/29/2018 12:39 PM

38

66085

9/29/2018 12:39 PM

39

66061

9/29/2018 12:13 PM

40

66216

9/29/2018 11:17 AM

41

64152

9/29/2018 10:50 AM

42

66085

9/29/2018 10:37 AM

43

66061

9/29/2018 9:59 AM

44

66061

9/29/2018 9:32 AM

45

66202

9/28/2018 3:27 PM

46

66030

9/28/2018 12:57 PM

47

66216

9/28/2018 12:58 AM

48

66061

9/27/2018 8:14 PM

49

66030

9/27/2018 7:41 PM

50

66061

9/27/2018 3:40 PM

51

66061

9/27/2018 2:29 PM

52

66021

9/27/2018 1:06 PM

53

66085

9/27/2018 10:57 AM

54

66061

9/27/2018 10:50 AM

55

66208

9/27/2018 10:38 AM

56

66085

9/27/2018 8:48 AM

57

66223

9/27/2018 8:34 AM

58

66215

9/27/2018 5:16 AM

59

66221

9/26/2018 10:29 PM

60

66018

9/26/2018 8:21 PM

61

66221

9/26/2018 7:49 PM

62

66046

9/26/2018 6:18 PM

63

66062

9/26/2018 3:25 PM

64

66030

9/26/2018 2:42 PM

65

66221

9/26/2018 12:35 PM

66

66210

9/26/2018 11:28 AM

67

66085

9/26/2018 11:02 AM

68

66061

9/26/2018 10:52 AM

69

66204

9/26/2018 10:50 AM

70

66085-9214

9/24/2018 6:42 PM

71

66021

9/24/2018 8:25 AM

72

66085

9/24/2018 5:58 AM

73

66030

9/22/2018 3:36 PM

74

66215

9/21/2018 11:16 AM

75

66202

9/21/2018 8:27 AM

76

66203

9/21/2018 8:05 AM
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77

66061

9/21/2018 7:56 AM

78

64131

9/21/2018 7:53 AM

79

66061

9/21/2018 7:50 AM

80

66030

9/21/2018 7:03 AM

81

66062

9/20/2018 6:44 PM

82

66213

9/19/2018 11:02 AM

83

66061

9/19/2018 9:35 AM

84

66030

9/19/2018 9:29 AM

85

66212

9/19/2018 9:16 AM

86

66030

9/12/2018 3:10 PM

87

66061

9/12/2018 1:31 PM

88

66216

9/12/2018 12:27 PM

89

66218

9/12/2018 12:25 PM

90

66213

9/12/2018 11:48 AM

91

66085

9/12/2018 11:47 AM

92

66219

9/12/2018 10:20 AM

93

66062

8/28/2018 7:18 AM
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Appendix B
Public Engagement: Steering Committee

Meeting Date: Tuesday, October 2, 2018

The first Steering Committee Meeting for the Johnson County Parks and Recreation District
(JCPRD) Camp Branch Park Master Plan was held Tuesday, October 2 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at
the JCPRD Administrative Building (7900 Renner Boulevard) in Shawnee, Kansas. Bill Leek (JCPRD
Project Manager) opened the meeting. Then Brett Spangler (Vireo Project Manager) described the
planning process. Next Triveece Penelton (Vireo Engagement) provided an overview of the
community feedback gathered during the project’s Park Palooza “pop-up” meeting on September
16, 2018 and from the online opinion survey.

BeVireo.com
929 Walnut Suite 700
Kansas City MO 64106
816-756-5690

1111 N. 13th Street Suite 116
Omaha, NE 68102
402-553-5485

Based on community feedback and results of the planning team’s analysis of the site, Spangler then
presented potential challenges and opportunities to the Committee. He noted Camp Branch Glade,
adjacent properties, creek access, rock outcroppings, steeps slopes, ponds and other features. He
also described potential ideas for park improvements related to points of interest on site, zones of
activity, strategies for connectivity, potential park entry and exit points, and more. In response, the
Committee commented about the design of the park, parking accommodations, and potential users
and the activities for them. They group also shared other ideas and comments. Notes from the
discussion are included below.





Do we want to keep light down in the south portion of the site?
o Do Stilwell’s ordinances affect the site?
o Don’t want to see lighting and ball fields.
— Keep it natural / “nature” park.
— Saves money.
“Nature Park”
o Design smartly and attract more than just looking at “nature”.
— Plant selection could lead to educational opportunities.
— Wild flowers could lead to pollinators/animals.
— Trails could lead to educational signage.
o Educational trips
— Look at earth tectonics.
— Creation of curriculum is possible and could lead to scavenger hunts, etc.
— Is reuse of the barn feasible? Probably not.
— Geo-location-based education via smart phones.
— Nature center like Ernie Miller? Should be different from the Wilderness
Science Center or done in partnership with them.
— Need fresh water, sun/rain shelter, picnic areas, nature-based
playground(s), classroom space, amphitheater, drinking water, restrooms
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(natural process for handling sewage, e.g. composting toilet, wetland-type
treatment system?)
— Interpretive signage.
o Destination for field trips and learning on the east side of Johnson County.
— Bus parking.
— Trail system with outdoor learning.
— Nature theme (heritage/preservation).
Activities
o Historical significance or remnants on site?
— Black Bob Tribe used to hunt here: Any evidence of barricades added for
horses? Opportunities for interpretive signage?
— Play up history of the site.
o People are looking for a place to hike and bike distances.
— Leave as much open area as you can.
— Don’t put access/entry points everywhere.
o Public access for kayaking and canoeing on Camp Branch Creek.
— Privately owned but once users are on the water, it may be a public access
activity.
o Camp Branch streamway trail.
— Paved, 10-foot path.
o Destination/sliding ground.
— Along the ridge by the “wildflower area”.
— Other slopes in the park.
o Disc golf
— In wooded areas and/or open grassland.
— Would this draw people for tournaments?
— Would this be more “athletic” and affect the “natural” feel?
— Brings younger people who explore the park and nature.
— Families may enjoy this.
— Works well with other activities, e.g. trails.
— Note: JCPRD is available to take Steering Committee members to visit
existing courses.
o Picnic zone
— Add education/small group camping by reservation.
— Seems like multi-purpose area.
o Dog parks
— For urban dwellers more so than in this area.
— Walk dogs along trails and provide waste disposal areas.
o Camp Branch Park isn’t appropriate for all terrain vehicles (ATVs).
o Kite flying.
Design
o Connecting the parks (Camp Branch Park to Camp Branch Glade) will be an issue.
— Note the railroads, ponds, and other site features.
— How will we get from one park to another (access)?
— Need vehicular access to a central point within the park.
Page 2 of 3
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— Easiest access may be from 183rd Street.
o





Parking in the “middle” of the park with access via Mission Road.
— 236 acres is a big area.
— Big hike to move from north to south, so carefully consider parking lot
placement.
— Access from the east and south.
— Extend trail opportunities.
— Minimize pavement.
— Could have easier access to Camp Branch Creek.
— Could include play areas by parking?
— May have drainage concerns?
— Shelter near parking area?
— Nearby neighbors may not want to look at a parking lot.
o Is the intent to pave trails and a “central spine”?
— Prefer pavement.
— Like the idea of a “central spine” or trail.
— See other trails as mulched.
— Usage determines surfacing.
o Need good way-finding signage.
— Provide clarity about where to drive, walk, etc.
o Love the idea of wildflowers.
o South side may be ideal for prairie restoration.
Where will new users come from?
o 183rd/Metcalf.
o 175th/Mission Road intersection will be redone by the County and an additional
5,000 -10,000 car trips are expected at this location.
o Rod Rock Development will include 800 homes over the course of multiple phases
and is located north of 175th Street (east of the Camp Branch Park, in Overland
Park).
Other comments:
o What are the adjacent land uses?
— Is there any chance JCPRD will acquire any of the properties?
— Are the property owners interested in acquisition?
o Camp Branch Glade
— Approximately 20 parking spots are available plus horse trailer parking.
— Any additional improvements planned? No.
o Trail along Mission Road has flooding issues but the County will address them via
the 175th Street improvement project.
o Where are the Blue Valley turf fields located?
— The school district has no plans to change the use of its fields.

Page 3 of 3
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NOTES FOR STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING #2
JCPRD Camp Branch Park Master Plan
Meeting Date: Wednesday, November 7, 2018

Planning & Design

Overview

BeVireo.com

The second Steering Committee Meeting for the Johnson County Parks and Recreation District
(JCPRD) Camp Branch Park Master Plan was Wednesday, November 7, 2018 from 4:30 to 6:30
p.m. at the JCPRD Administrative Building (7900 Renner Boulevard) in Shawnee, Kansas. Bill Leek
(JCPRD Project Manager) opened the meeting. Then Brett Spangler (Vireo Project Manager)
described:
•
•
•
•
•

The planning process and project schedule.
Reviewed findings from an analysis of the site and initial improvement ideas.
Summarized the comments Committee members provided during the October meeting.
Outlined three potential park concepts (A through C).
Next steps in the planning process, specifically noting the public open house scheduled for
November 15 during which the planning team would present the revised/preferred
concept for Camp Branch Park to the community.

In response, the Committee provided feedback on what they liked and disliked about the concepts,
The also provided direction on items to be improved. Notes from the discussion are included
below.

Kansas City

929 Walnut Suite 700
Kansas City MO 64106
816-756-5690

Discussion
•

Likes
o

Omaha

1111 N. 13th Street Suite 116
Omaha, NE 68102
402-553-5485

o

Team likes about the concepts
— Wetland synergy in Concept C.
— Activities for the cedar thicket.
— Day camp with its own space in the park (somewhat separated).
— Two entries/exits for the park.
— Prairie conservation areas.
Committee likes about the concepts
— Prairie conservation area.
— Roads on Options A and B because the construction costs may be less
expensive.
— Option B trail as an amenity: Take it off private property and develop a
pathway concept that’s between A and B.
— Trail crossing at the creek or close to it: Beautiful scenery.
— West rock outcroppings are amazing: Could put a trail on top of them.
— Could have mountain biking off-shoots from the trail.
— Disc golf and separate park vs. day camp and loop trail through
wildflowers (science/education) on Option B.
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— Disc golf positioned at edge of prairie: Intrusion on the north of the of the
park’s serenity? Tree trimming needed? Try cedar rebuttments instead of
wasting trees after cutting them.
— Southwest corner of Option B.

Planning & Design

•

•

•

Dislikes
o Uses of private property
— Gives negative impression — JCPRD’s impacting the real estate market.
o Trail on the east side of Option C
— Path is too close to private property.
Potential Improvements
o Need to allow flexibility for Mission Road access location
— Could be farther north or south.
— Coordination with Johnson County Public Works is needed.
— Nothing on the current 5-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for
improvements.
— Mission Road is likely to always be two lanes.
— Lots of bicyclists use Mission Road.
o Don’t want to lose the vision of the Johnson County Heritage Foundation
— Incorporate it at Camp Branch Park.
o Amphitheater could be an “outdoor classroom”
— Change wording on concept to “outdoor classroom”.
— Stilwell has no place for events and cannot use Overland Parks arboretum
due to the costs of rental.
— How will we connect to the arboretum? Note: City doesn’t want a
greenway connection.
— Phase 3 of Stilwell Community Park involves developing a place for events.
o Define acreages, boundaries/limits of improvement areas shown on concepts
— What does “open space” mean, e.g. passive open play?
o Use day camp Option B or C
— Will both allow for bus parking? Yes.
Other comments
o Trails
— What will the trail surfacing be? Asphalt.
— Will the trails include mountain biking?
— Do the greenway linkages connect to Camp Branch (re: 15-year Legacy
Plan)?
— Day camp: Potential to use walking trail as an outdoor classroom that tells
the history of Aubrey Township/Stilwell Community.
— Want nature trail experience.
— Trail connections to teach kids about the area’s agricultural history.
— Will the trails extend beyond 183rd Street?
— Are we planning for a trail north of 175th Street? Need an easement.
— What’s the connection to the Stilwell Community? City is working with
Overland Park to connect to the arboretum via bike path.
Page 2 of 3
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o

o
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o
o

o

o

o

o

Is locating the nature play area close to Mission Road an issue?
— Set back 400 feet from the road.
— Can be seen from the road — Advertisements.
School district has no plans for more facilities near Camp Branch Park within the
next 15-20 years.
Could the paved roadway travel between the two prairie restoration areas? No,
because of the drainage way.
Horseback riding accommodated? No.
— Camp Branch Glade accommodates horses.
— Would be good if the park connected to Camp Branch Glade.
— Bikes and horses are a tough mix.
After dark park use? No.
— Closes at 8PM in the cold months; 11PM in the warm months.
— Summer hours are 5AM — 11PM.
Will there be signs:
— Discouraging children from climbing on the rocks? No.
— Altering people to the presence of snakes? No.
What is the format of the public meeting? Open house with display boards.
— One revised/preferred concept.
— Prepare to answer questions about uses, e.g. about approximate trail
lengths.
— Show boards that explain anticipated park activities, e.g. disc golf.
— Ask if the public wants hiking/biking together vs. hiking only paths.
Is there funding to build the park? Yes, there is $3.5 million in the CIP to construct
the first phase.

Page 3 of 3
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NOTES FOR STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING #3
JCPRD Camp Branch Park Master Plan
Meeting Date: Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Planning & Design

Overview
The last of three Steering Committee Meetings for the Johnson County Parks and Recreation
District (JCPRD) Camp Branch Park Master Plan was Tuesday, December 11, 2018 from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. at the JCPRD Administrative Building (7900 Renner Boulevard) in Shawnee, Kansas. Bill
Leek (JCPRD Project Manager) opened the meeting. Then Brett Spangler (Vireo Project Manager)
described draft aspects of the master plan, specifically its:
•
•
•

Vision statement and goals
Recommendations and related community feedback
Refined park concept

In response, the Committee provided feedback on what they liked and disliked about aspects of the
plan. They also provided direction on items to be improved. Notes from the discussion are
included below.
Discussion
BeVireo.com

•

Kansas City

929 Walnut Suite 700
Kansas City MO 64106
816-756-5690

Likes
o
o
o

Omaha

1111 N. 13th Street Suite 116
Omaha, NE 68102
402-553-5485

•

•

Draft plan incorporates comments received from both the Steering Committee
and general public.
Layout of the disc golf course.
— How will we design it to avoid the hiking/walking trails?
Paved connection to the lookout locations.
— Good Phase 1 improvement option.

Dislikes
o Mission Road entrance close to the neighborhood.
— Can we shift the entrance?
— Will Mission Road be improved to handle increased traffic?
— Entrance shown on the plan was a former farm access, not for future
development.
— Traffic studies on passive parks have shown little traffic impacts.
• JCPRD should talk with the County Public Works Department
and see what they recommend.
• If traffic volumes dictate, acceleration/deceleration lanes may need
to be added to Mission Road.
• Sight lines needs to be evaluated.
• 800 new homes are under development near 175th Street in
Overland Park. One home generates 8-10 trips per day.
Improvements
o Shift the trail away from the property line.

Appendix

59

o
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o

•

Add a sledding hill.
— Could be “passive open space” with a bump in the middle.
— Reuse of excavated land.
— Lots of dirt needed.
— Could incorporate it into the wildflower area.
— Lenexa’s Sarco Park has a great sledding hill.
Will there be fencing on the west side of the park? To be determined.
— Signage would certainly be appropriate.
— Fencing where necessary?
— What type of fencing could be used (if any)?
— Discuss and address fencing in the plan.

Other
o Received very little snow over the years but any of the trails could be used for
cross country skiing.
o What are the widths of the trails? 8-10 feet.
o What surfacing materials will be used for the trails? Asphalt and earthen, depending
on trail type.
o What is the height of the rock outcroppings? 10 feet or more.
o North-south trail connections are important.
o What will lighting look like? Very minimal and located at intersections, parking areas,
and shelter house.
— For disc golf? No.

Page 2 of 2
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Appendix C
Public Engagement: Public Meeting #1 and Opinion Survey
RP

B

CM

JCPRD Camp Branch Park Master Plan

Meeting Date: Thursday, November 15, 2018

Overview
The Johnson County Parks and Recreation District (JCPRD) held a public meeting for the Camp
Branch Park Master Plan on Thursday, November 15, 2018 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Stilwell United
Methodist Church (19335 Metcalf Avenue) in Stilwell, Kansas. The meeting was formatted as an
open house, so no formal presentations were given. Approximately 50 people attended the
meeting, representing Aubry Township, Heartland Conservation Alliance, Boy/Cub Scouts, home
and property owners, JCPRD, and others. Comments related to:
o
o
o
o
o
o

Bevireo.com
Kansas City

929 Walnut Suite 700
Kansas City MO 64106
816-756-5690
Omaha

1111 N. 13th Street Suite 116
Omaha, NE 68102
402-553-5485

Concerns about traffic and infrastructure impacts
Proximity of proposed park activities to adjacent residential properties
Provisions for horseback riding
Concerns about the new entrance on Mission Road
Potential implementation of park hours
Preservation of the natural landscape

The following information was gathered through staff observation, survey response, and direct
contact from the public.

Staff Notes
During the meeting, as staff and other members of the team were speaking to the general public.
They took notes on what was being said and the general feeling towards the draft park concept.
Comments related to:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
r e

A need for unobtrusive interpretative signage
Allowing evening and overnight camps
Creating an elevated viewing platform, that could take the form of a treehouse, observation
tower, or overlook
Concerns surrounding the proximity of hiking trails to adjacent to property and a possible
need for fencing and signage in areas of the site
The military road and its proximity or potential crossing
A desire for benches or rest stops along the trails
‘Tree champions’ to highlight existing trees of note
Resp nse

Meeting participants were provided and opinion survey for the draft park concept. The survey was
given both electronically and through hardcopy. Users were invited to answer three questions
pertaining to their wants needs and potential uses for the space. A total of 34 people responded to
it.
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They were asked to select which of these 8 features they liked from the concept given. They were
also given an ‘other’ category to add in other features they felt were important. The most popular
options were the bluff trails (100%), streamway trails (93%), and native restoration (90%). The least
popular features included the disc golf (31%) and the day camp facilities (21%).
Responses in the other category included access to the creek, and repeats with slight wording
changes to the original options.

Which features of the concept do you like?
Select all that apply.
100.00%
90.00%
80.00%
70.00%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
20.00%
10.00%
0.00%

Users were then asked for other comments about the concept and future for the park. Their
verbatim responses are recorded here.
o

Heartland Conservation Alliance - Heartland Conservation Alliance is a regional alliance
with the mission to proactively conserve, protect, and restore natural lands and open space
within the Kansas City region, benefitting the community and future generations by
improving water quality, creating recreational opportunities, protecting life and property,
and preserving our natural and cultural heritage. We accomplish our goals through
collaboration with a network of more than 40 public and private organizations and agencies
that share our goals, values, and objectives, and through public outreach and education.
Heartland Conservation Alliance supports the “preferred park concept” for Camp Branch
Park. This park is surrounded by Camp Branch Creek, which is a tributary of the Blue River.
The river connects much of the Kansas City metropolitan area. The more land Johnson
County can preserve and restore, the more resilient this metropolitan watershed will
become. It is wonderful to see these plans, which will preserve and restore many acres of
land and protect the river. This park is a great idea in an important location. We have two
suggestions. First, consider incorporating the “tail” shown on the “option A” map, which
swings the prairie restoration section in the center of the park farther south. This would
increase the amount of prairie being restored, which benefits the river and the people
downstream. If this is added and the hiking trail remains the same, the hike along the trail
just north of the passive open space would be more immersive, transitioning from within
Page 2 of 6
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o

o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o

o

savannah to within prairie. Trails cutting through the prairie restoration areas allow people
to connect with the prairie in a way that might be missed walking outside the area, but
people walking through the prairie could damage it, so that should be considered. Second,
along the same vein, the “preferred park concept” map has the disc golf course cutting
through prairie and savannah restoration areas. Disc golfers searching for Frisbees in tall
grasses are less likely than a person hiking to appreciate the prairie for what it is and more
likely to damage it. You do not want to spend the time and money restoring an area to
have it damaged by a use that is incompatible with the area. It is best to keep the disc golf
course out of these restoration areas. We look forward to visiting this park in the future,
and to the positive impact the park will have on the river. Congratulations to Johnson
County Parks and Recreation for developing a park that will benefit everyone who uses it
and everyone who lives downstream.
Given that this area is in the Blue River headwaters, please take the opportunity to use
pervious pavement in the parking lot and appropriate BMPs to address potential
stormwater problems associated with development of the property. Include an educational
kiosk about watershed protection?
Please relocate the entrance off of Mission Road so it is not across the street from a
residential neighborhood.
Entry drive for the day camp seems pretty long.
Love it and am excited for construction to begin!
I do not like the entrance on Mission road. I think one entrance is enough and I would
prefer to keep traffic on Mission to a minimum.
Will the creek be available for children to play in? I think many kids are missing
opportunities to really play in nature.
Jim & Patty Vore - Trails and Day Camp Facilities are too close to the Park's western
property line, and it would allow for wildlife cover if all is moved away from the property
line to allow a 100' natural habitat zone for turkeys, deer & other wildlife. Access to Camp
Branch Creek should be restricted to avoid falls from uneven surfaces and encroachment
onto the property of others. Requests: 100' natural buffer with restrictive signs between
Park activities & our property or a 6' privacy fence along western Park property line. Day
Camp activities are of great concern so close to property line. We have an access road
adjacent to property line, and we use firearms to shoot and hunt, we have unprotected
bodies of water, ravines and precipitous fall areas, the operation of heavy equipment for
property & tree maintenance, & unrestricted access to the railroad. Please mitigate
potential injuries for all and create quiet enjoyment for us & Park visitors.
I would prefer the park entry drive not to access the park off of Mission at 180th Ter
across from the Mission Estates Subdivision.
Excellent plan! Low touch is the way to go here. Disc golf course will be nice. But no other
sports please.
Lang 5150 W. 175 St - 40-acre lake plus boat launch. No gas. Catch and release. Be ready
for deer poachers. Shot all night. Will this open and close like CB Glade? Fishing in JO CO
not so good! Live across the road from Glade. You need something there for kids to do
besides ride ATV in donuts around island. Trail pretty rough with tree stubs sticking up.
Wife has fallen multiple times walking. Walks there no more.
It would be great to have more fishing. I support improving the farm pond so it may be
stocked and fished from. I love the idea of connecting the trailhead north of 175th St!!! I
Page 3 of 6
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o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

o
o

also love all the hiking trails! I also think it is a wonderful idea to have space/Day Camp
facilities available to local groups and organizations!! Great job to all involved. I am soooo
happy this is coming to SE JO CO!!!"
PLEASE allow horseback riding in the park. Our property backs up to the park and I have
been trail riding there for over 15 years. This is an extremely important piece of land for
riding.
Move the streamway trail on the northwest of the private property about 50 more yards
away. See drawing. Have horse trails.
Will it be a dust to dawn closing like the other park? It is really helpful to have it because it
keeps the high school kids out of the park late at night! I would also like a horseback riding
option to be extended to the new park.
More parking areas to the north and off Mission would be nice. I'd love to see an off-leash
dog area. I think it would be very popular.
We live south. It would be nice to have a place close. Keep up on maintenance.
Like the plan, especially hiking trails and streamway trail connectivity. Thanks for sharing the
plans!
This looks great!
Like the disc golf course. Like the pathway for biking. Would like crossing point between
Camp Branch Glade and Camp Branch Park - Even just a crosswalk. Would like picnic
tables in variety of locations/trails
Love the pathways for hiking. Would love connecting to Camp Branch Glade. Would love
picnic tables and benches throughout trail system
I think it’s a nice concept. I would like to see horseback riding included somehow.
Please have horse trails connected to the other side. Please allow horses on horse trails.
Move trail away from property line at NW corner on east side.
Love the concept. Want to keep it as close to nature as possible. Very limited structures
and visual impediment. I think keeping park access off of Mission is ideal. Access off 183rd
across from the currently owned property of Blue Valley School District seems to be a
perfect location.
Please DO NOT include an “off-leash” pet area! Maintain the natural setting. Minimum
lightning as necessary. Keep the hours dawn to dusk. Good to see this park vs. high density
housing that is allowed to destroy our beautiful portion of the county.
No off-leash dog park should be included. Minimal lighting would be preferred. Like that
you're preserving the natural landscape. Keep picnic shelters to a minimum. Not fond of
disc golf in this setting.

ma ls

Four emails about the project were submitted directly to our design team:
o

Anonymous – 2018-02-21 – Recommendations for a 21st Century Visionary Park
- A park for animals to exist in natural habitat without intervention of man. This park
might keep and attract deer, fox, skunks, raccoons, turkey, prairie chickens, hawks,
squirrels, ground hogs, coyotes, turtles, snakes, opossums, lizards, chipmunks, quail,
and bobcats, thus keeping them from becoming a menace to the neighborhoods.
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-

o

Fencing along roadways to protect animals from cars with cedar trees and other
evergreen for visual protection and habitat for birds.
- Park plantings within the property to maintain and attract wildlife, such as shrubs
with berries, grasses that feed, and flowers that attract birds
- Video cameras along park property lines viewing inwardly
- Live and recorded video would be available on web sites and at other park
locations for viewing birds and other animals in their natural habitats
- Pond enhancements to attract migratory birds
- Introduction of quail via enhancement of their habitat needs
- Website signage that would educate the public as to the creatures that they might
see in the videos such as the lesser prairie chicken
- Access via the videos to elementary schools for science curriculum
- Access via the videos for the elderly or handicapped individuals
- Think in terms of this park as a living museum with viewing benches in other park
locations. An environment is needed to save animals from extinction in our
country
- Think of the environment and man’s encroachment on so many animals that have
lost their natural habitats due to the ever-encroaching planned neighborhoods
- The current property has many oak and hickory trees that help feed the wildlife
- Butterfly plants have been spotted growing in the fields. These plants help attract
the butterflies and bees that need plants that have not been sprayed
- Bird houses and plants that attract specific types of birds could be planned
- There are numerous ground hogs on our property and surely exist on park land.
These animals are very people-shy but extremely fun to observe through the
camera lens.
- University and city planners could study the results and educate future planners for
these types of development
- the country, including this one.
- Blighted inner-city areas could be changed to these wildlife refuges to enhance a
community that is left with little access to nature.
Clayton G. Stiver – 2018-11-15
My name is My name is Clayton Stiver and I attended the meeting for possible
suggestions about the development of the Camp Branch Park. I wanted to start off
by saying the potential development plans of the park looks beautiful so far and I
can’t imagine how much happiness it will bring to
the community once developed. I did leave a
suggestion on the survey and I thought emailing
you might be a great idea as well. The suggestion I
had was move the Camp Branch Streamway Trail
on the Northwest of those private properties lines
a little further away, possibly 50-100 yards farther if
possible. The reason is because there are horses
that roam in the pasture of the private property
and this would help from people wanting to pet,
feed, or even try to ride the horses. I attached a
photo of the possible redesign.
Page 5 of 6
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o

Kandi Jacobs – 2019-01-24
Thank you for sharing this information. We are considering the property in the picture
below, just to the west of the park off of 183rd.
A few questions that we have:
1. Are there any other proposed sites within the park
for the day camp facilities, and what type of buildings
will these be?
2. At the current location proposed for the day camp
facilities, will the wooded areas that currently exist
near the property boundaries be cut back and to what
extent.

o

3. Will JOCO be extending the water main west on 183rd St. from Mission Rd. to
accommodate new park facilities?
Mike Axelsen – 2019-01-04
Hi, my wife and I are planning to possibly move down to the area of Camp Branch, and I
missed the open house that was held November 15th. I am really interested in the park
and was wondering if you had a concept of what it might look like. Thanks!

The final question asked the participant to declare their relationship to the Johnson County. The
most common responses came from people who identified as residents (83%) and property
owners (60%). Those who identified with ‘other’ often provided information as to their exact
proximity to the park. As well as a nonprofit organization that attended the meeting. There was
only one non-resident that completed the survey.

How would you describe yourself in relation to
Johnson County? Select all that apply.
100.00%
80.00%
60.00%
40.00%
20.00%
0.00%
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Opinion Survey No. 2 for the Camp Branch Park Master Plan �

Q1 Which features of the concept do you like? Select all that apply. �
Answered: 29

Skipped: 5

South parking
locations
Trails near
rock bluff a...
Streamway/hike
trail...
Prairie,
wildflower, ...

Open spaces

Day camp
facilities
Nature-based
playground
Disc golf
course
Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

South parking locations

51.72%

15

Trails near rock bluff and rock outcroppings

100.00%

29

Streamway/hike trail interconnectivity

93.10%

27

Prairie, wildflower, and savannah (grassy plain) restoration areas

89.66%

26

Open spaces

79.31%

23

Day camp facilities

20.69%

6

Nature-based playground

55.17%

16

Disc golf course

31.03%

9

Other (please specify)

13.79%

4

Total Respondents: 29

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Connection to future streamway trail

12/5/2018 1:50 PM

2

bike trail - connect to existing JoCo trails?

12/5/2018 10:02 AM

1/7
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Opinion Survey No. 2 for the Camp Branch Park Master Plan
3

Playground, creek acces, features along trails

11/21/2018 11:33 PM

4

Possible kayaking access to Little Blue River?

11/21/2018 6:49 PM

2/7
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Opinion Survey No. 2 for the Camp Branch Park Master Plan �

Q2 What other comments do you have about the concept? �
Answered: 26

Skipped: 8

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Heartland Conservation Alliance’s comment on the “preferred park concept” for Camp Branch
Park: Heartland Conservation Alliance is a regional alliance with the mission to proactively
conserve, protect, and restore natural lands and open space within the Kansas City region,
benefitting the community and future generations by improving water quality, creating recreational
opportunities, protecting life and property, and preserving our natural and cultural heritage. We
accomplish our goals through collaboration with a network of more than 40 public and private
organizations and agencies that share our goals, values, and objectives, and through public
outreach and education. Heartland Conservation Alliance supports the “preferred park concept” for
Camp Branch Park. This park is surrounded by Camp Branch Creek, which is a tributary of the
Blue River. The river connects much of the Kansas City metropolitan area. The more land
Johnson County can preserve and restore, the more resilient this metropolitan watershed will
become. It is wonderful to see these plans, which will preserve and restore many acres of land and
protect the river. This park is a great idea in an important location. We have two suggestions. First,
consider incorporating the “tail” shown on the “option A” map, which swings the prairie restoration
section in the center of the park farther south. This would increase the amount of prairie being
restored, which benefits the river and the people downstream. If this is added and the hiking trail
remains the same, the hike along the trail just north of the passive open space would be more
immersive, transitioning from within savannah to within prairie. Trails cutting through the prairie
restoration areas allow people to connect with the prairie in a way that might be missed walking
outside the area, but people walking through the prairie could damage it, so that should be
considered. Second, along the same vein, the “preferred park concept” map has the disc golf
course cutting through prairie and savannah restoration areas. Disc golfers searching for Frisbees
in tall grasses are less likely than a person hiking to appreciate the prairie for what it is and more
likely to damage it. You do not want to spend the time and money restoring an area to have it
damaged by a use that is incompatible with the area. It is best to keep the disc golf course out of
these restoration areas. We look forward to visiting this park in the future, and to the positive
impact the park will have on the river. Congratulations to Johnson County Parks and Recreation for
developing a park that will benefit everyone who uses it and everyone who lives downstream.

12/7/2018 6:34 PM

2

Given that this area is in the Blue River headwaters, please take the opportunity to use pervious
pavement in the parking lot and appropriate BMPs to address potential stormwater problems
associated with development of the property. Include an educational kiosk about watershed
protection?

12/7/2018 8:55 AM

3

Please relocate the entrance off of Mission Road so it is not across the street from a residential
neighborhood.

12/6/2018 10:48 AM

4

entry drive for the day camp seems pretty long.

12/5/2018 3:04 PM

5

Love it and am excited for construction to begin!

12/5/2018 9:09 AM

6

I do no like the entrance on Mission road. I think one entrance is enough and I would prefer to
keep traffic on Mission to a minimum.

11/23/2018 12:09 PM

7

Will the creek be available for children to play in? I think many kids are missing opportunities to
really play in nature.

11/21/2018 11:33 PM

8

Trails and Day Camp Facilities are too close to the Park's western property line, and it would allow
for wildlife cover if all is moved away from the property line to allow a 100' natural habitat zone for
turkeys, deer & other wildlife. Access to Camp Branch Creek should be restricted to avoid falls
from uneven surfaces and encroachment onto the property of others. Requests: 100' natural buffer
with restrictive signs between Park activities & our property or a 6' privacy fence along western
Park property line. Day Camp activities are of great concern so close to property line. We have an
access road adjacent to property line, and we use firearms to shoot and hunt, we have
unprotected bodies of water, ravines and precipitous fall areas, the operation of heavy equipment
for property & tree maintenance, & unrestricted access to the railroad. Please mitigate potential
injuries for all and create quiet enjoyment for us & Park visitors. Thank you, Jim & Patty Vore

11/21/2018 5:00 PM

3/7
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Opinion Survey No. 2 for the Camp Branch Park Master Plan �
9

I would prefer the park entry drive not to access the park off of Mission at 180th Ter across from
the Mission Estates Subdivision.

11/19/2018 5:43 PM

10

Excellent plan! "Low touch" is the way to go here. Disc golf course will be nice. But no other sports
please.

11/19/2018 5:41 PM

11

40 acre lake plus boat launch. No gas. Catch and release. Be ready for deer poachers. Shot all
night. Will this open and close like CB Glade? Fishing in JO CO not so good! Live across the road
from Glade. You need something there for kids to do besides ride ATV in donuts around island.
Trail pretty rough with tree stubs sticking up. Wife has fallen multiple times walking. Walks there
no more. Thanks, Lang 5150 W. 175 St

11/19/2018 5:40 PM

12

It would be great to have more fishing. I support improving the farm pond so it may be stockedf
and fished from. I love the idea of connecting the trailhead north of 175th St!!! I also love all the
hiking trails! I also think it is a wonderful idea to have space/Day CAmp facilities available to local
groups and organizations!! Great job to all involved. I am soooo happy this is coming to SE JO
CO!!!

11/19/2018 5:37 PM

13

PLEASE allow horseback riding in the park. Our property backs up to the park and I have been
trail riding there for over 15 years. This is an extremely important piece of land for riding.

11/19/2018 5:35 PM

14

Move the streamway trail on the northwest of the private property about 50 more yards away. See
drawing. Have horse trails.

11/19/2018 5:33 PM

15

Will it be a dust to dawn closing like the other park? It is really helpful to have it because it keeps
the high school kids out of the park late at night! I would also like a horseback riding option to be
extended to the new park.

11/19/2018 5:31 PM

16

More parking areas to the north and off Mission would be nice. I'd love to see an off-leash dog
area. I think it would be very popular.

11/19/2018 5:29 PM

17

We live south. It would be nice to have a place close. Keep up on maintenance.

11/19/2018 5:28 PM

18

Like the plan, especially hiking trails and streamway trail connectivity. Thanks for sharing the
plans!

11/19/2018 5:27 PM

19

This looks great!

11/19/2018 5:25 PM

20

- Like the disc golf course - Like the patheway for biking - Would like crossing point between Camp
Branch Glade and Camp Branch Park - Even just a crosswalk - Would like picnic tables in variety
of locations/trails

11/19/2018 5:25 PM

21

- Love the pathways for hiking - Would lofe connecting to Camp Branch Glade - Would love picnic
tables and benches throughout trail system

11/19/2018 5:23 PM

22

I think its a nice concept. I woul dlike to see horseback riding incuded somehow.

11/19/2018 5:21 PM

23

1) Please have horse trails connected to the other side. Please allow horses on horse trails. 2)
Move trail away from property line at NW corner on east side.

11/19/2018 5:19 PM

24

Love the concept. Want to keep it as close to nature as possible. Very limited structures and visual
impediment. I think keeping park access off of Mission is ideal. Access off 183rd across from the
currently owned property of Blue Valley School District seems to be a perfect location.

11/19/2018 5:17 PM

25

Please DO NOT include an "off-leash" pet area! Maintain the natural setting. Minimum lightning as
necessary. Keep the hours dawn to dusk. Good to see this park vs. high density housing that is
allowed to destroy our beautiful portion of the county.

11/16/2018 6:34 AM

26

No off-leash dog park should be included. Minimal lighting would be preferred. Like that you're
preserving the natural landscape. Keep picnic shelters to a minimum. Not fond of disc golf in this
setting.

11/15/2018 8:03 PM
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Opinion Survey No. 2 for the Camp Branch Park Master Plan �

Q3 How would you describe yourself in relation to Johnson County? �
Select all that apply. �
Answered: 30

Skipped: 4

Resident

Property owner

Worker

Business owner

Advocate

Government
official/sta...

Non-resident

Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Resident

83.33%

25

Property owner

60.00%

18

Worker

13.33%

4

Business owner

16.67%

5

Advocate

20.00%

6

Government official/staff person

10.00%

3

Non-resident

3.33%

1

Other (please specify)

20.00%

6

Total Respondents: 30

#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Nonprofit Organization

12/7/2018 6:37 PM

2

I host many activities there (all year round) for hiking, kayaking, paddleboarding, dining out,
movies, and other social activities

11/21/2018 6:51 PM

3

We own the 50 acres of property adjacent to the western boundary of the Park.

11/21/2018 5:01 PM

4

Property owner - adjacent to park

11/19/2018 5:21 PM

5/7
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5

Horse owner that backs up to property

11/19/2018 5:20 PM

6

30 year plus resident and love south JoCo

11/16/2018 6:34 AM

6/7
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Opinion Survey No. 2 for the Camp Branch Park Master Plan �

Q4 What is your zip code?
Answered: 29

Skipped: 5

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

64110

12/7/2018 6:37 PM

2

66214

12/7/2018 8:55 AM

3

66085

12/6/2018 10:48 AM

4

66216

12/5/2018 3:05 PM

5

66030

12/5/2018 1:50 PM

6

66085

12/5/2018 10:02 AM

7

66085

12/5/2018 9:09 AM

8

66085

11/23/2018 12:09 PM

9

66213

11/21/2018 11:33 PM

10

66219

11/21/2018 10:20 PM

11

64078

11/21/2018 6:51 PM

12

66085

11/21/2018 5:01 PM

13

66085

11/19/2018 5:43 PM

14

66085

11/19/2018 5:37 PM

15

66085

11/19/2018 5:35 PM

16

66085

11/19/2018 5:32 PM

17

66085

11/19/2018 5:30 PM

18

66085

11/19/2018 5:28 PM

19

66085

11/19/2018 5:27 PM

20

66215 (home) 66206 (business)

11/19/2018 5:26 PM

21

66085

11/19/2018 5:25 PM

22

66085

11/19/2018 5:23 PM

23

66085

11/19/2018 5:21 PM

24

66085

11/19/2018 5:17 PM

25

66085

11/16/2018 6:34 AM

26

66085

11/15/2018 11:06 PM

27

66085

11/15/2018 10:07 PM

28

66085

11/15/2018 9:14 PM

29

66085

11/15/2018 8:04 PM
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Appendix D
Public Engagement: Public Meeting #2 and Opinion Survey

NOTES FOR PUBLIC MEETING #2
JCPRD Camp Branch Park Master Plan
Meeting Date: Monday, February 25, 2019

Planning & Design

Overview
The Johnson County Parks and Recreation District (JCPRD) held a public meeting for the Camp
Branch Park Master Plan on Monday, February 25, 2019 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Stilwell United
Methodist Church (19335 Metcalf Avenue) in Stilwell, Kansas. The meeting was formatted as a 20minute formal presentation followed by a question and answer session. Approximately 70 people
attended the meeting, representing home and property owners within a mile radius of the site and
JCPRD staff. Discussion related to:
o
o
o
o
o

Concerns about traffic and infrastructure impacts
Proximity of proposed park activities to adjacent residential properties
Concerns about the new entrance on Mission Road
Preservation of the natural landscape
How the park could be a good neighbor

The following information was gathered through the question/answer session, staff observation, and
direct contact from the public.
BeVireo.com
Kansas City

929 Walnut Suite 700
Kansas City MO 64106
816-756-5690
Omaha

1111 N. 13th Street Suite 116
Omaha, NE 68102
402-553-5485

Staff Notes
During the meeting, as staff and other members of the team were speaking to the general public.
They took notes on what was being said and the general feeling towards the draft park concept.
Comments related to:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

A concern for the number and placement of the entrances to the park
Praise for the natural approach to the site
Wildlife concerns
Mixed feelings about the Day Camp
The old farm pond is typically dry
Existing springs to the north of the old stone foundation
Drainage cuts through to the north from the old farm pond

Question & Answer Session
During the meeting, after the formal presentation was finished, the floor was opened to any
comments or questions attendees wanted to discuss. The discussion was as follows:
o

Double Entrance: commenter showed support for the Camp Branch Master Plan but thinks
that having a double entrance is a big mistake.
- Believes the park is too small to warrant both entrances
- That it will impact not one but two streets (183rd and Mission)
- One way in/one way out would be better for managing safety
- Concerned with impacts to 183rd
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Hours: When will the park be open?
- 24 hours vs. Closing at a specific time with gates
- This question was answered by staff, who stated that the park would not be open
24 hours a day, but would be operated with similar hours to the rest of the park
system
Along 183rd and Mission: What will light levels be like? Will there be light pollution affecting
the surrounding neighborhood?
- This question was answered in tandem by the design team and JCPRD staff, who
stated that light levels will be kept to a minimum. Only lighting what is necessary
for safety within and around the park.
Trailhead: Parking? Are there trail connections north of the trailhead? Would it make more
sense to have this on the south side of the street?
- This question was answered in tandem by the design team and JCPRD staff, stating
that there was parking available for approximately 20 cars, and that the trailhead
was connecting to northern trails that were a part of a different project
- Having the trailhead on the south side would create a better connection to the
site, but would not be able to accommodate the parking lot, as the site has
significantly more terrain change
Day Camp: Is the Day Camp basically an all-day daycare?
- This question was answered by staff, who stated that JCPRD has programs that bus
kids in for activities
Wilderness Science Center: The day camp appears to be identical to the Wilderness
Science Center, why have both?
- This question was answered in tandem by the design team and JCPRD staff, that
they would investigate this
Sidewalks: there are lots of kids in the Mission Rd area, they need sidewalks along the edge
of Mission Rd. in order to access the park.
- Cars drive too fast for kids to be walking alongside the road
- This question was taken under advisement; however, the road improvements are
not to be included in this project. This concern will be passed on as the city looks
at making road improvements along Mission and 183rd.
Fishing: will there be fishing access? It has been mentioned before, but there is no access
shown on the current plan.
- An opportunity to add fishing near the spring for a 1-2-acre pond
- Fishing would be catch and release on the honor system
Timeline: What is the projected timeline for the project?
- Staff responded that this project is still in flux, they are looking to have phase 1 by
2021
Wildlife: mountain lion sighting reported.
- Now living on the south side of the project area (near 175th east of Nall)
- Dead deer seen
- Safety concern for kids using the park
- Seen mountain lions in pairs to the west of the park, with Kansas Wildlife
verification
- Other sightings in the west
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Size Reference: How big is this site in comparison to other parks in the area? Specifically,
Shawnee Mission Park? Which existing park is most like Camp Branch?
- Staff responded that this site is around 240-acres while Shawnee Mission Park is
closer to 1,600-acres.
- They also stated that while they strive to give every one of their parks a unique
feel, it will have similar features to Kill Creek and Heritage.
Speed Bumps: a comment was made, that if there are two entrances speed bumps should
be installed to prevent teens from racing though
Parking Spots: how many parking spots will be provided? Where the parking lots are
located?
- The design team responded by pointing out the parking lot locations and stating
that the specific number of spots will be determined as the project moves further,
and park use can be assessed
Bicyclists: a concern was raised regarding the number of cyclists that ride along Mission Rd.
- Their numbers and needs will be assessed as a part of the Mission Rd.
improvement
Native Plantings: what is native vs. non-native? Will there be any restoration in non-native
areas? Will non-natives, like the cedar thickets, be eradicated?
- The design team responded that areas of non-native growth are primarily on the
southern half, due to past disturbance. This led the design team to place the
heaviest disturbance in those areas to prevent further damage.
- Areas that are primarily prairie, will be added to, allowing the natives to take over
the space
Camp Branch Glade: are there any plans to connect Camp Branch Glade with Camp
Branch?
- The design team responded that this is currently not a part of the plan. The costs
and logistics creating a bridge that would stretch over not only Camp Branch
Creek, but also the railroad, make it impossible under current conditions.
Hiking Trails: will the hiking tails be multi-use? Can they be used for mountain biking as well?
- Further noting that local mountain bikers must travel to find suitable locations, and
that the terrain and scenery of Camp Branch would provide a local and unique
experience
- This question was answered in tandem by the design team and JCPRD staff, that
they will likely not be marked for mountain bike use, but could possibly be multiuse
- This will be discussed further as the master plan progresses
Traffic Concerns:
- Since the opening of the bridge on 183rd residents have seen five times the traffic
- Will there be a study for how many cars use this stretch of roadway?
- Request to drop the speed limit along this stretch
- JCPRD Staff responded that this will come as a part of the possible roadway
improvements and their concerns can be noted there
Orienteering: a suggestion of adding orienteering to the site.
- The many boy scout troops in the area must travel to Shawnee Mission Park to
practice their orienteering
- The design team will take this under advisement
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Park Land: if budgeting falls through, is there intention to sell park land?
- JCPRD Staff responded that they are prohibited from selling park land
180th Terrace Entrance: concerns regarding the following issues.
- Entrance to the subdivision
- If there will be school busses
- How will they get in or out?
- Concerns that their comments are being ignored regarding the entrance on
Mission Rd.
- Misleading need for two entrances, while the park is ~240-acres the road is only
servicing a small portion of this
- Traffic from the park will negatively impact Mission Rd.
- Safety statistics indicate that having two entrances is worse than single entry
Trails: how long will the trail be? Who builds the trails?
- Staff answered with the official length will be determined as the plan is finalized
- They will work in cooperation with their city staff and others i.e. Urban Trail Co. to
create the optimal trail
Boundary: is the park boundary fenced entirely? Will there be fencing separating park and
railroad or residents? What safeguards will be provided?
- JCPRD Staff responded that their will be appropriate fencing and or signage to
delineate park boundary, and that exact areas or locations will be determined
further into the design process
Frisbee Golf: a concern was noted regarding the proximity of frisbee golf to trails.
- The design team responded that special care will be taken so that frisbee golf users
should never play across the trail
Dogs: will there be rules regarding dogs in specific portions of the site?
- The Overland Park Arboretum has specific rules for dogs depending on the
location within the site
- Staff responded that the current plan, states dogs are allowed on all portions of the
site so long as they are leashed and under full control of their owner
Arboretum: acreage?
- Staff answered that the Overland Park Arboretum is nearly 300 acres
Project Update: when is the next project update anticipate?
- This question was answered in tandem by the design team and JCPRD staff, who
stated the next update was anticipated in about two months, or late April 2019
Phasing: how many phases are anticipated? How long will that take?
- JCPRD staff responded that they anticipated five phases with the first of which
staring in 2021
- The team will take careful consideration to create phases that work for the city’s
budget, but also create usable park spaces for the surrounding communities
Support Given: after hearing other more critical comments, this respondent simply wanted
to note their support and excitement for the park plan
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JCPRD Camp Branch Park Master Plan
Meeting Date: Monday, February 25, 2019

Planning & Design

Overview
The Johnson County Parks and Recreation District (JCPRD) held a public meeting for the Camp
Branch Park Master Plan on Monday, February 25, 2019 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Stilwell United
Methodist Church (19335 Metcalf Avenue) in Stilwell, Kansas. The meeting was formatted as a
formal presentation, with a question and answer session. Approximately 70 people attended the
meeting, representing property owners and areas residents within a mile of the park. Comments
related to:
o
o
o
o
o

Concerns about traffic and infrastructure impacts
Proximity of proposed park activities to adjacent residential properties
Concerns about the new entrance on Mission Road
Preservation of the natural landscape
How the park could be a good neighbor

The following information was gathered through digital and paper copy survey responses.
BeVireo.com
Kansas City

929 Walnut Suite 700
Kansas City MO 64106
816-756-5690
Omaha

1111 N. 13th Street Suite 116
Omaha, NE 68102
402-553-5485

Survey Response
Meeting participants were provided an opinion survey for the draft park concept. The survey was
available in digital and hardcopy formats. Users were invited to answer three questions pertaining to
their wants needs and potential uses for the space. A total of 193 people responded to it.
Question No. 1
Respondents were asked to select which of eight features they liked from the draft concept. They
were also given an ‘other’ category to notes additional features they felt were important. The most
popular responses were the bluff trails (85.64%), streamway trails (81.77%), and native restoration
(73.48%). The least popular features included the day camp (33.15%) and the disc golf (37.57%).
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Which features of the concept do you
like? Select all that apply.
90.00%
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70.00%
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10.00%
0.00%

Responses in the other category included:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

A sign showing the hanger for the old Mission Road Landing Strip
Emphasis on Disc Golf
Horseback riding trails, trailer park
Shelter picnic areas
Bike trails
Paved bike trails
Fishing in ponds?
We like all the ideas
Mountain bike trail (dirt)
Dog park and tennis courts
The park is not needed
None
Consider a small petting zoo
Dog park area
None
Dog park
Dog park… similar to Heritage and Stoll… open space for dogs to run yet wooded area to
walk through
Dog park
Dog park
Dog park
Chase the butterflies, waterfall, discover the oak, basically all items with the pink star
None
Butterfly area
Great idea!!
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We are mostly excited about the disc golf course. That will get a lot of public use
Walking trails
Parks are awesome!! Build more parks!!!#DiscGolf
Will be great to have a park near being in southern JOCO.
Dog park
None, why do we need a park? The entire area is a park.
Overlook and waterfall
Don’t want the park. Too much traffic at 183rd & Mission now with you letting Rodrock
putting a development on 175th. 175th is not a safe road for all that traffic.
The land is just fine as it is!
Preschool and Elementary Age outdoor exploration areas
I would love to see this space kept as rustic and natural as possible.
Year round bathroom options
bike pathways
Dog park, please!
Paved Bike Trails
Park Amenity Area
Right across the road from my house
Location
Wildflower Prairie Restoration

Question No. 2
Respondents were then asked for other comments about the concept and future for the park.
Their verbatim responses are recorded below.
o
o
o

o

o

o
o
o
o

Would love to be involved in the planning and development of the disc golf course! - Dan
Griffin, 17200 Mission Road, Stilwell, KS 66085 816.804.7100
It is a beautiful piece of property (1/4 mile from our home); would be great to have it so
close to our home!
Add rocks for outdoor bouldering. I don't like the idea of having day camp facilities,
because of the littering and trash. Everything else sounds nice. Preserve the snake sanctuary
at 175th and Mission road. Does this mean Mission road will be four lanes? How will that
work? I am not in favor of that.
I don't think you should have two entrances/exits to the park. There are homes on Mission
right by the proposed exit and the traffic will be very congested going in and out on
Mission. If you need two exits/entrances put them both on 183rd or someplace away from
houses and neighborhoods.
Love the prairie, wildflower & savanna areas, open spaces. There are many horse owners in
the area. having a nearby horseback riding trail area is much preferable to riding along the
busy area roadways, will it connect to the horse trails at Camp Branch Glade? Thank you!
This looks wonderful... would love to see more activities for children at the park, but a
playground is a great start!
I like the idea of leaving as much as possible in a natural state.
This park plan looks good.
We would appreciate an off-leash dog area, possibly similar to the one in Leawood.
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Corrin — (a child)
I am very excited about this project.
Need parking at North end. It's almost a mile from south parking to north end. Perhaps
near the trail head, although it is very steep there. Note: my property is adjoining to Camp
Branch Glade on the west side.
What are you going to do about the gravel road on 175th with all the traffic?
A bike trails from 175th & Kenneth Road to the park would be really great.
Hiking! on nature trails. Don't charge admission. Spots for groups to reserve. Secluded
spots. Areas for; dogs (on a leash), bikes, kids (who don't want to hike). Areas without kids.
Mountain bike trails and running path/trail (paved)
I see nothing like a 5-10 acre pond for fishing. Wetland and small pond look like nothing to
fish in. All fishing could be catch & release only and on the honor system. Shawnee Mission
Park and Heritage Park are a long ways away. Mountain Lion that lives in the park area, any
talk about trapping it? This creates a dangerous situation. — Bob Lang
I would like to have horse trails. Our property is at 17885 Mission. We have a barn with
horses. I'd like to not have to trailer horses to the original park on 175th. Going straight
across the street would be preferred. A lot of the neighbors have horses as well. This is
Mission Valley Hunt area and most of us with large acreage bought due to this. Johnson
County only has one horse trail in Southern Johnson County that I am aware of - Debbie
Jackson | 17885 Mission Road Stilwell, KS 66085 | 913-219-8849 | jjackson102@kc.rr.com
I like the idea of expanded trails in the area. I hope vehicle traffic impact on 183rd St will be
minimal.
Need a safe paved walking trail that is marked for distance traveled
March 6, 2019 | I attended the two meetings about the development of this park and I feel
that the neighborhood is being deceived by the Parks and Rec. During the first meeting, a
day camp was discussed for boy scout troops and an occasional group of children that
might study nature for a brief period.
During the second meeting, we learned (via audience questions) that the proposed day
camp is to be used for buses to bring out large groups of daycare children for the entire
day. This county has numerous private child care centers that bus these children during the
school year from schools to centers. They rely of those same children in the summers and
should not have to compete with government run daycare competition. These same
centers can bring manageable groups of children to this park with staff that are fully trained
to meet state standards, not inexperienced college students on summer break. The park
will still be available to the children of this area without such intrusion into the neighboring
area.
In addition, this daycare plan is a commercial use of this land, and no individual could
possibly get zoning approval to operate this group daycare.
It is my hope that you will not allow daycare groups to use this park. Visiting the park for a
couple of hours is not the same as taking over the park for most, or all, of the day.
March 8th, 2019 | Please do not consider bussing children into Camp Branch Park for day
camp activities under any circumstance. Providing opportunities for individuals to walk on
paths to enjoy nature is quite different than the commercial act of providing an alternative
to child care centers. This commercial invasion into our rural, residential neighborhood will
change the characteristics of this park and the surrounding area more than you may have
considered.
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Someone has suggested allowing mountain bikes into the park. Perhaps you have a plan to
control the potential for ensuing erosion caused by the deleterious effects of these bikes,
but without one, these bikes can create quite an impact on an otherwise pristine area. One
of those impacts is the threat to walkers who want to enjoy the peace and quiet of nature.
If the other parks in Johnson county provided an accurate warning for the landowners
adjacent to Camp Branch Park, what may seem like an idyllic opportunity for people to
enjoy nature can quickly become akin to commercial, loud invasion that threatens the right
of said landowners to enjoy their residential, rural property. While most park visitors may
respect the privacy of adjacent landowners, it is doubtful that all will. Without barriers that
restrict sight, sound and trespass, Camp Branch Park will fail woefully in its state goal of
being a good neighbor. While natural habitat placed between the parks borders and any
trails or activity areas will be a great help, privacy fences from 6' to 8' in height may be the
only effective method to avoid unacceptable threats to privacy and to prevent injuries
resulting from trespass. Adjacent land areas devoid of development are threatened as much
as those with homes within view of the park's boundaries, as those areas have a long
history of private, quiet enjoyment by their owners. These areas may also present some of
the most serious threats for injury to trespassers not familiar with the terrain.
Please commit necessary resources to keep the county enjoyable for all, not just the park
visitors, but the adjacent land owners as well.
South Johnson County at 183rd and Mission Road would be a perfect location. This park
would offer a much-needed place for the concepts listed.
Looks great - I look forward to this development.
Park will provide no peace and quiet for local residents! Will drop the value of their
property! What type of expensive sewer type is planned for this rock area? What is meant
by the North West "camp branch creek access"? Looks like the access is south(183rd) and
east (Mission Rd) and parking.
Why? Why spend the money for a park that will receive MARGINAL use - just like Camp
Branch Glade gets used very, very little? My property is bordered by Camp Branch Glade
on the north. Since its inception we have experienced all kinds of trespassing and vandalism
and theft. Trail cams reveal park users coming onto our property in spite of no trespassing
posts. Development of the proposed park will exacerbate those issues. Save the
expenditure for the park and, instead, pave over our neighborhood with normal asphalt
rather than this annoying chip and seal that was overlaid on perfectly good, smooth asphalt.
Get your priorities in order!!
Terrific concept! you our full support. There has been a loss of green space in other areas
of Johnson CO and we need a concept like this to keep our county balanced.
We love the park concept in this area of Johnson County. Maybe more of the conventional
shelters/grilling areas. How about some area to provide a stopover for the bike riders along
Mission Road.
As a homeowner on 180th TER, we are thrilled about the park but would be discouraged
by the presence of the entrance directly across from our street. We have small children
playing outside continually, and the inevitable increased traffic, even from cars turning
around or misdirected into our neighborhood would be a safety issue. Additionally, I
would have concerns about traffic noise. I would favor shifting the Mission side entrance
north or south or altogether discarding the Mission entrance in favor of a single entrance
off of 183rd St. As the neighborhood most impacted by the new park, we would also
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prefer minimal or no lighting so we can keep our dark country skies, and prefer the park be
closed physically after hours to prevent illicit or inappropriate activity after dark.
Need safe ways for families to get to the park if on foot or bike.
I am not in favor of a day camp which brings out busloads of kids with teen supervisors.
Our family lives near the area and likes the idea of using the beautiful natural rock, water,
etc.
How did this happen? There are enough nearby parks. This is not needed.
Love the idea of a more nature focused park and not sports related with lights. Still keeping
the beauty of untouched nature. Would love to see a dog park as there are not any dog
parks located out south. Leawood or Heritage is closest but still a 20-25 minute drive.
Would like a section for a fenced dog park!!!
Day camps, disc golf, and children's playgrounds are incompatible with the wildlife in the
area, and the incompatible with the wildlife conservation areas that are to the north along
the creek. Much wildlife consists of predators, such as foxes, coyotes, bobcats and the
occasional mountain lion.
In order to keep the rural feel of the park, ease traffic and enhance safety, limit the
entrance to one road, use the south route that is shown in the map currently. No access
via Mission Road.
Need more restroom facilities in other areas of park.
I love the concept and hope to see it implemented in the near future. What would be
really interesting is a pedestrian bridge over the railroad between the existing Camp Branch
Blade and the new Camp Branch 2 Park. An observation platform for the kids (and adults)
to watch the trains would be an interesting addition. Connecting the two properties would
allow additional hiking trails.
Keep it natural. No disc golf. The more reserved park land the better for the future.
Otherwise, development will use it all. Future generations now unborn will honor ever
square foot you preserve for them. Keep at it.
Have multiple kids play areas.
Bike trails would be nice so people don't have to bike on Mission Rd.
Expand the hiking and maybe include overnight camping. There are numerous parks with
good sights and open areas in JoCo. Stop competing with your own parks, all you will do is
make the other similar parks less busy. Instead give this park a particular focus on trails and
hiking. There are very few parks (none) with the ability to hike and stay overnight in the
park. A park with a major focus on "backpacking"/hiking would bring people from KC and
surrounding areas. It would also cost millions less dollars as you don't need nearly as much
development to build and maintain more trails rather than turn this into another Heritage
Park.
A dog park with great drainage (doesn’t get swampy) is greatly needed in the area.
Keep it natural.
Would be nice to have a dog park in this area. We have to drive all the way to Leawood
dog park, which takes 20-25 minutes to get there. Having one closer would be wonderful.
Please add a dog park
We do not have a dog park in southeast Johnson county. For ppl living in this area, we have
to drive to Heritage dog park. Would love to see a dog park!!! Feel it is very much needed
in our area!
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Might be nice to have a trail that goes all around the park including the savannah buffer
area.
A dog off-leash area would be nice.
Keep the park open and natural, with minimal structures.
Love the entire concept!
I live out here to be away from the city, don’t put it in my back yard
So great to have JoCo build a new park!
Make sure it doesn't cause traffic to back up on Mission Road.
Good idea! Johnson county needs more parks!
I love the idea of new trails in the area!
I love the idea of the park having a disc golf course!
This park is very much needed in the County. We need more access to nature and this
park will help.
We love that the disc golf course will run through a lot of trees.
I would like to see many more mountain biking trails in Johnson County. I live in Overland
Park, but there isn't too much in the way of dedicated large parks (like Shawnee Mission
Park, WyCo, Blue River, etc.). I wish this wasn't so far outside of our cities, but I realize our
options are limited at this point.
Yay!
Discover the waterfall is too close to the road. People drive way too fast through there
and now will have additional distractions with people walking around in the park. Too
dangerous.
Too many kids in this town, that’s all your stupid station cares about too, kids and dogs,
What a joke
I support any and all nature and park development for Johnson County. I love our parks, I
use our parks and look forward to the addition of another park.
LOVE IT
#DiscGolf
Looks great. When will it open? :)
Please include an off-leash dog park
I think the Disc Golf Park and hiking trails would be a great addition to the area. I
encourage you to reach out to the KSFDC.org when it comes to the course layout so that
it’s one of Metro's desirable courses. A lot of other municipalities/schools have added
courses without direction on what the players actually want and it really help to get a group
like this involved in the planning. As an adjacent neighbor to the future park I think the
park is an excellent use of the land.
I think there are educational programs already in place nearby: BV outdoor classroom,
arboretum, and iron horse park.
It would be nice if there could be a snow sledding area.
This is notice/survey #2. Why did we not get Survey #1? Development concept is
probably okay, the real question is why does the county feel compelled to develop a park
at all in this location? This is money not well spent, especially when the county decided to
get a good deal from an OP contractor to chip and seal our subdivision's roads to save
money while other areas around us have nice, smooth asphalt like we used to have for
over 25 years that I've lived here.
Looks very nice
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This looks exciting. Hope it happens quickly. We’ve been waiting years for this!!
Natural walking paths and hiking would be amazing!
I have for many years hiked, camped, hunted on this land. It does not need restrooms,
snack bars, asphalt paths. You will eliminate nature and chase away the deer, coyotes,
racoons, opossums, woodchucks, etc.
I did not come to your meeting because I know that a majority of people are afraid of
nature as it really is and like to imagine that reducing it to picture window status is
"progress".
More importantly I know from many years experience that even if the majority of residents
opposed the park, you would send in the bulldozers anyway. I have seen this many times.
When OP annexed out beyond Stilwell, the majority of residents opposed it. When
Annabeth Surbaugh "That would not be practical". No joke! It was further explained that
Stanley/Stilwell could not provide police and fire protection. Since you annexed it, we
never see OP police or fire out here... The country Sheriff still provides police, thank God.
Response time of Sheriff is about 11 minutes. In OP it is about 37 minutes or so. Our
streets are cleared after snowstorm much faster than in OP or Lenexa. But you annexed
the land anyway.
One last comment about things in general. I see that commercial buildings are made using
metal and masonry, while apartments are. made using "wooded matchsticks"; even though
people sleep at nights in apartments and there are babies and elderly who aren't mobile.
Businesses don't have these same dangerous situations.
I feel an obligation to comment on the "park" plans not in the hopes it will change anything.
But simply to maintain some self-respect. - Manford Eaton | Stilwell
It’s a great concept! Would love to see a few more of these along 69 highway
I love this!
Would love to have this implemented but feel that Nall needs to be complete between
167 & 175
Need to get Nall Ave. paved all the way from 167th down to the park area so that this
beautiful concept will be readily accessible from the north so as to make it more appealing
and a better use of funds, with improved traffic flow/management.
1. Only one entrance/exit for safety reasons. Preferably on 183rd Street. Mission Road is
too dangerous to be coming onto and off of.
2. No disc golf! This would take away from the natural environment atmosphere. I would
not want to be having to dodge flying objects on my nature walk.
3. Very minimal parking lot lights, if any. We all moved out here for the darkness, peace
and quiet away from the city and all it’s amenities.
4. Close gate from dusk to dawn.
5. And the most important thing: A 5-10 ACRE POND!!! This park needs a large water
feature with fish, frogs, and an attraction for nature. And fishing!!
I love it
The addition of day camping is very enticing. I hope this feature is included through
completion!
We would love to see a skateboarding area put in!
It looks amazing. I love the outdoor classrooms, nature playground and natural spaces!
Would be nice to have a widened 183rd street and Metcalf for bikes to ride to this park
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Really would love to have a disc golf course in southeast Johnson County. This would be
great
Disc golf course would be really cool to have
Love it!
Lots of disc golf courses is good
Please keep this park as close to open and pristine as you can........Johnson County does not
need another groomed and artificial entertainment park.
More disc golf
Well designed.
Looking forward to the park
I love the size of the park and the preservation of open space
I am concerned that the park will add too much traffic to the neighborhood and specifically,
to Mission Road.
Looks great, would be great addition to the area.
A paved bike trail from 175th and Kenneth Rd. To the park would be really great and
would make it easily accessible for residents of Sunset Ridge.
Anything that provides access to the stream/river is great. Such a scenic waterway but so
little public access currently.
You should add an off-leash area for dogs, most families have a dog and would benefit
from an off-leash area for dogs considering the nicest nearest one around this area is
Shawnee Mission Park which is a 20 to 30-minute drive.
I live directly across Mission from this and I love the idea of all of these amenities.
I lived at 183rd and mission back in mission falls estate. What drew us to relocate out here
is the peace and space we have. We relocated from 159th and Lowell when blue hawk
became established.
The park is a welcome addition to the community. but I am wondering what lighting will be
in the parking lot and various areas in the park. We don't have much light pollution out
here making it a great spot for to enjoy star gazing. People go to that corner (183rd and
mission) and bring telescopes on nights with full moons. I ask that you consider what you
put there to Maintain the environment we have grown to love out here.
Also, what type of traffic will this new park bring? The arboretum we love going to visit
that we know when to stay away when their big events such as the luminary walk.
Please install restrooms and a shelter!
Really like the openness, the embracing of nature. And the fact there are no sports fields.
Do not understand the feature “south parking locations”.
It would be nice to connect the original camp branch to the new expansion under/over the
railroad tracks.
I would like there to be good trails for running and biking and preferably have them
connect with some of the other trails in Johnson county. I live near this area and am an avid
runner. If I could get on this trail and then be able to access the trail system that would be
great!
I love the concept. The only concern I have is the location of the entrance on Mission Rd.
We live immediately to the East of the proposed entrance and are concerned with the
amount of traffic going in and out of this entrance. The proposed entrance on 183rd street
is great as there is no subdivision at that location
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I would like to see a mountain bike trail and a connector to camp branch glade for hiking/
trail running.
Any plans for single track mountain bike trails or discussions with Urban Trail Co. about
building/maintaining a trail system?
Add pedestrian entrance from 179th terrace.
It looks great!
Love it!!!
Like the disc golf though it seems odd that part of it runs through a restoration area.

Question No. 3
The opinion survey included a question asking respondents to describe their relationship to the
Johnson County. The most common responses came from people who identified as residents
(91.85%) and property owners (72.83%). Those who identified with ‘other’ often provided
information as to their exact proximity to the park, their retirement status, or their employment.

How would you describe yourself in relation to
Johnson County? Select all that apply.
100.00%
90.00%
80.00%
70.00%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
20.00%
10.00%
0.00%

Question No. 5
The final question asked respondents to provide their zip code. Participants held 27 different zip
codes with 66085 being the large majority.
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