


Director’'s Message

One of the great things about parks and
recreational activities is that they provide
opportunities to make a significant impact in
people’s lives. Within this annual report are
experiences expressed by three of the District's
patrons, who are also pictured on our cover.

Each continues to be uniquely affected through
their use of the District’s parks and/or
programs. All three have had positive, life-
enhancing experiences by their use of the
District’s parks and activities and have
expressed their appreciation of the park and
recreation district and our staff.

But these are just three among thousands of
people positively impacted by the Johnson
County Park and Recreation District every day.
Many of these patrons email, call, and send
letters of appreciation and thanks for living in a
county which values a quality park and
recreation system.

| can assure you that we are not resting on our
past laurels, nor have we been deterred by last
November’s defeat of a soccer park bond issue.
We continue to plan for meeting the park and
recreation needs of Johnson County, whether
they be more trails, sports facilities, or just
accessible green space.

As you turn the pages of this report, you'll see
that we have continued to actively pursue the
goals of the District's 20-year Master Action
Plan, MAP 2020, through successful
implementation of a variety of significant
projects and improvements at several of our
existing parks. Please take the time to
familiarize yourself with what’s happening in
our park and recreation facilities!

We do make a difference and we hope that if
you can'’t already count yourself among those
who already do, you'll allow our parks and
programs to make a positive impact on your
life and family as well!
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Tepee Exercise Inspires Youth

to Explore History

Eight-year-old Max of
De Soto was so captivated
by Park Police Officer Billie
Thompson’s demonstration

of erecting a tepee, that he
went home and made one in
his backyard. Then Max built
a bigger one. With the help
of his father, he later built a
third and even larger tepee.

“Max was so interested and excited about all
the information Officer Thompson provided, he
just had to go out and build according to the
lesson he learned,” relates his mother, Brenda.
“He was so excited when he came home, he
skipped his usual snack and headed right away
to the backyard.”

“Max talked for days
about the lesson, related
little facts, and educated

our whole family.”

Thompson estimates that he has presented the
program to several thousand students in the past
12 years. The Tepee Program opens the eyes
of students to the beliefs and ways of the Native
Americans.

“I present the program in uniform and introduce
the students to myself as a park law
enforcement officer and we discuss what they
believe my job is about,” said Thompson. “Then
we talk about how they perceive Native
Americans. They always talk about war bonnets,
face paint, and animal skin clothes. Then | ask
if they saw the Indian that was out in the hall
when they came to class. They always look out
in the hall and shake their heads no. When | tell
them that | am Native American they look
astonished.”

“Officer Thompson is appreciated for the work
he does with kids,” Brenda said. “He has had a
lasting impact on the kids long after they leave
the school building. Max talked for days about
the lesson, related little facts, and educated our
whole family.”
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Retiree Draws Satisfaction from

Participation, Volunteering

District programs have
afforded Wally of Overland
Park opportunities to stay
active and to share his
musical talent with others.
Wally has been active in
JCPRD programs for about
10 years and particularly
enjoys outdoor hikes and
walks offered by the 50 Plus program.

“I enjoy the outdoors and the 50 Plus
Adventure Walks provide the perfect
opportunity to hike many of the regional and
state parks in our area,” he said. “I get to many
new parks and trails that | probably would not
do on my own.”

Before retiring about two years ago, Wally
worked for about seven years as a computer
consultant and earlier for about 25 years in
real estate, where he had a role in the
development of the Corporate Woods Office
Park.

In addition to participating, Wally also
volunteers and plays his accordion during the
annual In Step and In Shape walk each May,
as well as at other 50 Plus activities
throughout the year. You can often find him
playing sing-along favorites, as well as the
ever-popular “chicken dance.”

“l enjoy music and am glad to share that with
others,” Wally said. “Volunteering gives me a
lot of satisfaction and a chance to give
something back to the community. And, in the
process | have a lot of fun. An adage | try to
follow is KISMIF - Keep It Simple, Make it
Fun.”

In addition to sharing his music, Wally often
brings his camera with him when he
participates in walking programs and takes
pictures of scenery and participants which he
emails to them as keepsakes. In 2006, the
District recognized him with a volunteer award
for his ongoing efforts to promote the walking
program.

Morning Walks are Part of

Doctor’s Healthy Routine

For Sharon of Lenexa,
morning walks in
Shawnee Mission Park
are away of de-stressing
and preparing for her day.

“I have a very demanding
job, so for me, a lifestyle
of fitness is essential to
having energy, and to being healthy,” she
said. “One, it's good health and two, it's a
stress reliever.”

“I tend to be a morning
person. | start my day with
guiet exercise and prayer,”
Sharon said. “I love doing

that in the context of
moving and | love the quiet
of the morning.”

An obstetrician/gynecologist in local
practice, Sharon grew up in Louisiana,
trained in Michigan, and lived in
Massachusetts before moving to the Kansas
City area about 17 years ago. She has called
Lenexa home for about six years.

She started walking consistently in 1994 and
logs three miles a day unless prohibited by
tornado, lightning, blizzard, or ice. She
keeps her walks to about three miles, but
occasionally takes a second afternoon walk.
Her dog, Jesse, is her constant companion.

“l tend to be a morning person. | start my
day with quiet exercise and prayer,” Sharon
said. “I love doing that in the context of
moving and | love the quiet of the morning.”

Sharon is just one of many park patrons park
staff and officials know as “regulars” who use
the District’'s parks and trails to help meet
their fitness and health goals.
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Improvement

Projects

Founded in 1955, the Johnson County Park and Recreation District is entrusted with the stewardship of
more than 9,400 acres of land countywide. This consists of 4,800 acres of parks and Streamway Park
System Trails and an additional 4,600 acres preserved for use as future parks. Renovation of existing
parks and the acquisition of additional land is guided by the District’s long-range Master Action Plan,
MAP 2020, which was adopted in 2001 and calls for acquiring significant additional acreage. During 2006,
substantial improvements were made at a number of sites.

Shawnee Mission Park

Phase | and Il of a new walking and biking trail in Shawnee Mission
Park were completed. The new trail extends 2.8 miles from the park’s
main Renner Road entrance on the east to the park’s western boundary.
The trail provides access to and from
trails in adjacent communities and
accesses the Mill Creek Streamway
Park and the 17-mile Gary L. Haller
Trail. (For additional information on this
trail, see Back Cover.)

Another major improvement to
Shawnee Mission Park were _ _

. s Sewer Line Installation at
connections of most of the park’s Shawnee Mission Park
facilities, including The Theatre in the
Park, to the county’s primary waste management system. Also, the
Shawnee Mission Park maintenance crew gained a new combination
shop and office building to complement an aging maintenance shop.

Bridge Installation for New
Shawnee Mission Park Trail

Trail-Related Projects

Work was completed on two separate sections of the existing Kill Creek Streamway Park in De Soto.
One of these was a 0.42-mile section of connecting trail which ends to the north near the intersection of
Lexington and Commerce streets. The other project extended
the trail 1.32 miles to the south of the existing 95th Street
access point and moves the trail toward its eventual connection
with the streamway park segment within Kill Creek Park.

The District also financed the development of 0.75-mile trail in
Roeland Park’s Nall Park, which will assist the city’s plans to
install a trail approximately 1.5 miles from the park to the City’s
Community Center Campus. The District also provided financing
and land acquisition assistance to the City of Merriam to extend
the Turkey Creek Streamway Park by 0.75 miles from Johnson
Drive to Waterfall Park.

National Trails Day Dedication in De Soto
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Thomas S. Stoll Memorial Park

Following the completion of a new public-driven master plan for this park in 2005, the District began
implementation of the first phase of the plan. Work at this 80-acre park included the conversion of the two
southern ball fields to multi-use sports areas and reconstruction
of a sidewalk from the south parking lot to provide better access
to the fields. The entrance to 119th Street was improved to
add a right-turn-only lane, an informational kiosk and pull-off
area, and a turn-around area to improve safety when the gates
are closed. Pedestrian access points at the north end of the
park were added on the east and west sides and a drainage
ditch on the west side was regraded to address flooding issues.
The most visible improvement was a distinctive new fence,
which features three-sided stone columns and landscaping

along the park’s 119th Street frontage.

Construction of New Entrance/Exit at Stoll Park

TimberRidge Adventure Center

Nearly 500 people participated in a first-ever Open House at the TimberRidge
Adventure Center in April. The open house, which is now an annual event,
gave the public an opportunity to experience this facility, which is usually
available only by rental or as part of District programs. The event was also
an opportunity to showcase
three new features which opened
in the spring. These include: the
40-foot-tall Hawk’s Nest
Climbing Tower, which enhances
the center's 22-element .

i New Hawk’s Nest Climbing
challenge course; the new Tower at TimberRidge
Whispering Pines
Shelter which can
accommodate
groups of up to 200
and features a
fireplace and modern
restrooms; and a wraparound deck on the back of the
TimberRidge Welcome Center, which affords nice views of the
ponds and grounds. Between programs, rentals, and the open
house, TimberRidge was visited by just short of 6,000 people
during the year and officials expect this number to increase as

more people learn about the facility. gi'ﬂifeR%emg‘Stra:f” at
imberRidge Open House

Archery at TimberRidge Adventure Center

Other 2006 Developments

The Mid-America Sports Complex was connected to the county’s primary waste management system,
while the main pool at the Roeland Park Aquatic Center received a totally new heating system, replacing
heaters which had been in place since the facility first opened in late 1997.
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Other Trail News

Rock Creek Added to Streamway Parks System

During their April 2006 regular meeting, members of the District’s Board of Park and Recreation
Commissioners approved the incorporation of Rock Creek in northeast in Johnson County as the ninth
creek in the District’'s Streamway Parks System. It joins eight other creeks initially made part of the
system when it was first authorized by voters in 1986. Board members noted Rock Creek is one of the few
streams which has the potential for a linear park in the
northeast part of the county, which is underserved by multi-
use trails. The Rock Creek watershed includes much of
northeast Johnson County, including parts of Mission,
Overland Park, Prairie Village, Roeland Park, Fairway,
Mission Hills, and Westwood. The City of Mission is taking
a leadership role in developing a 1.5-mile section of the
creek. This will require a complete redevelopment of
Mission’s Johnson Drive commercial area, but the District
will only be involved in the trail portion of the project. The
District has tentatively planned financing toward Rock
Creek projects as part of its 2009-2011 Capital

X Ground Breaking for the City of Mission’s
Improvement budgets, subject to annual approval. Rock Creek Improvement Project

You Can Count On Us!

Pass the Cider! Don’t Look Down!
27,180 — The number of marshmallows 388 — The number of hand and foot holds on the
used by participants in the District’s fall new Hawk’s Nest climbing tower, which opened
hayrides at Shawnee Mission and in March at the TimberRidge Adventure Center.
Heritage parks during campfires
following the rides. How Can We Help You?

49,199 - The total number of registrations

More Days to Visit and reservations processed by the District’s

40 — The number of additional days the Registration Department staff.
Ernie Miller Nature Center was open
due to Monday staffing for the first time The Call of the Wild
in the center’s 21-year history. 53,994 — The total number of people

who participated in 1,220 outdoor education
and interpretation programs offered by
District interpretive staff.

Would You Like Fries with That?
335 — The number of gallons of ketchup
used at concessions in JCPRD

parks and facilities. Are You on Our Mailing List?
214,000 — The total number of Activities

We're Online 24/7 catalogs distributed by the District
835,087 — The total number of visitors including 116,000 copies which were

to the District’s website at www.jcprd.com. mailed to past participants.
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Awards & Recognition

Four people associated with the District were honored when the Kansas Recreation and Park Association
conducted its annual conference in January. Longtime District Board Member Marvin “Doc” Wollen received
the Distinguished Board/Commission Member Award in recognition of his more than 15 years of service.

Former Chief Ranger Ralph Hays, who retired in late 2005 after more
than 30 years of service, received the KRPA's Hall of Fame Award.
Friends for Parks and Recreation Chair John Leavens received the
Distinguished Volunteer Award for his role in starting the nonprofit group.
Corporate and Community Wellness Manager Jill Leiker received the
New or Innovative Program Award from KRPA's Recreation Branch for

her work with The Ali Kemp Education
(T.A.K.E.) Foundation Self-Defense
Program.

Later in the year, the T.A.K.E.
program was also the recipient of an
Outstanding Achievement Award in
the Public Safety Category from the
National Association of Counties
(NACo0). This is the first time the
District has won an award outside
the Park and recreation category and
was in competition for the honor
against law enforcement agencies. The T.A.K.E. program of self-defense
classes for women and girls had more than 3,800 participations during
2006, bringing the participation total to 8,047 since the program’s onset
in 2004.

Director Michael Meadors and
Board Member Marvin Wollen
at KRPA Conference

T.AK.E. Self-Defense Seminar

Also in 2006, Planning and Development Manager Bill Maasen was recognized as a Distinguished Fellow
by the National Recreation and Park Association’s Midwest Regional Council for contributions at the

local, state, regional, and national levels.

2006
BOARD OF
PARK & RECREATION
COMMISSIONERS

Paul E. Alvarado, Jr.
Chair

Anthony L. Adams
James R. Azeltine
Gary K. Montague
George J. Schlagel
Nancy Wallerstein

Dr. Marvin E. Wollen

DISTRICT MISSION

To enhance the quality of life in Johnson County
by providing high-quality parks, services,
and recreation programs.

DISTRICT VISION

To be the leader in park management
and recreation services by being responsive
to our community and the people we serve,
impacting the character of our community in

a positive manner, serving as a catalyst
for program and land use innovation,
and functioning as a responsible
steward of all our resources.
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Special Events

Arbor Day

2nd Annual KidFest

22nd Annual Shawnee Mission Triathlon

Kill Creek Park Night-Time Prairie Burn

21st Annual Summertime Arts & Craft Show

Mildale Farm Fall Fest

27th Annual Kansas City Corporate Challenge

10th Annual Panzon’s Lunch for JCPRD Special Olympics
9th Annual JCPRD Special Olympics Golf Tournament
16th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Volleyball Tourney
Kansas City Earthfest & Walk

11th Annual In Step In Shape Walk

3rd Annual Kansas City Senior Games

13th Annual Feed the Need Golf Tourney

Ernie Miller Park Enchanted Forest

11th Annual Kids Klassic Fun Run/Walk

Active Aging Week

9th Annual Kids’ Fishing Rodeo

Children’s Haunted House

Craft Booths at Summertime
Arts and Crafts Festival

Overnight Fishing Opportunities at Shawnee Mission Park (May, June, July, August)

Rainbow Trout Stockings (Shawnee Mission & Heritage Park Lakes - February, March, October)

The Theatre in the Park’s 37th Season (The King & I, Cats, Peter Pan, Grease, Bye Bye Birdie)

5th Annual Community Dance Showcase at the Theatre in the Park
19th Annual Heritage Park Duathlon & Triathlon
Storytelling Tellabration 2006
Big Bull Creek Nature Walks

Johnson County Art Fest 2006

Bird of Prey from Ernie Miller Nature Center Canoeing at TimberRidge
Open House

® Kansas Pioneer Girl Day
® 3rd Annual Paws in the Park

® Free Fishing Weekend

Baseball Legend Buck O’Neil Signs Autographs
During In Step and In Shape Walk and Expo
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Program Participations

Mid-America Sports Complex

Mid-America West Sports Complex
Heritage Park Softball Fields

Roeland Park & Tomahawk Sports Domes
Swim and Water Safety Lessons

Roeland Park Aquatic Center

Preschools, After School Programs, Camps
Instructional Athletics

Athletic Training Center

KC Corporate Challenge

T.A.K.E. Self Defense

Take Charge Challenge

Dance, Performing, Fine Arts

50 PlusTravel, Leagues, Aquatics

50 Plus Centers

Senior Clubs, Special Events, Volunteers
Heritage Park Golf Course Rounds
Tomahawk Hills Golf Course Rounds
Environmental & Cultural Education

Ernie Miller Nature Center Visitors
Instructional Outdoor Skills

Interpretive & Environmental Special Events

TimberRidge Adventure Center

Lightbulb Consisting of 1,500
Lights On Afterschool Kids

169,934
133,354
44,520
111,385
10,891
38,885
382,175
6,860
28,707
15,373
4,408

Youth T-Ball at Stoll Park

44,274
12,936
1,699
111,730
4,469
40,399
42,063
38,446
28,320
1,324

Campfire During Mildale Farm Fall Fest

9,843
7,432

Mildale Farm Events

Recreation Division Special Events
The Theatre in the Park

Special Populations

Special Olympics - “The Rangers”
Youth Sports

Gymnastics

Heritage Park Football

Heritage Park Soccer

Thomas S. Stoll Park Soccer
Program Spectators

Program Volunteers

Beaches and Marinas

TOTAL PARTICIPATIONS

84,748
98,062
61,720
2,587
2,934
6,167
13,234
30,150
135,570
24,861
550,618
39,514
24,550

2,364,142
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Parks & Acreage

Antioch Park

Athletic Training Center

Big Bull Creek Park (Future)
Blue River Streamway (Future)
Camp Branch (Future)
Cedar-Niles (Future)

Coffee Creek Streamway Park
Ernie Miller Park

Heritage Park

Kill Creek Park

Kill Creek Streamway (Future)
Kill Creek Streamway Park
Martin Creek Park
Mid-America Sports Complex
Mid-America West Sports Complex
Mildale Farm

Mill Creek Streamway Park
Nursery/Streamway Maintenance
Oakridge Farm

Prairie Park Addition

Rieke Lake (Future)

Roeland Park Aquatic Center
South Mission Road (Future)

Shawnee Mission Park

43.48
1.13
1,930.58
8.58
54.18
900.75
108.36
116.18
1,238.50
907.74
201.80
105.44
19.65
86.66
39.57
22.01
550.76
20.29
363.50
0.24
465.18
3.44
236.79
1,236.19

Shawnee Mission Park Addition (Future) 165.31

Stanley Park

40.26

Sunflower Army Ammunition Site (Future)

Sunflower Nature Park
Swarner Park

Thomas S. Stoll Memorial Park
Tomahawk Hills Golf Course

Waterfall Park

TOTAL ACREAGE:

132.92
57.16
2.67
78.96
259.43
4.32

9,402.03

Visitations
® Antioch Park 906,654
® Ernie Miller Park 119,514
©® Mid-America West Sports Complex 206,516
® Heritage Park 1,424,285
® Heritage Park Golf Course 40,399
® Kill Creek Park 147,302
©® Mid-America Sports Complex 145,972
® Shawnee Mission Park 2,074,908
® Stanley Park 41,508
® Stoll Memorial Park 337,685
® Streamway Park System 700,950
® Sunflower Nature Park 46,289
® Tomahawk Recreation Complex 574,908
TOTAL VISITATIONS: 6,766,890

AL

Birdwatching at Mill Creek Streamway

Enterprise Fund

The Enterprise Fund maintains a fee-support
philosophy in which direct program costs are
absorbed by user fees paid by the participants
who benefit the most from the program, rather
than by the general taxpayer.

=1L [ [ $20,266,762
® Actual Operating Revenues ......... $15,398,591
® Actual Operating Expenses ......... $15,214,732

Source: 2006 Audit
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Where do a homeowner’s property taxes go?

The amount of property tax an individual Johnson County
homeowner pays depends on the budgets set by the taxing
units where the property is located. Examples of taxing

units are schools, cities, the county, and the state.

Property taxes, or ad valorem taxes, in Johnson

County for the 2006 budget year were
$792,286,988. The District’'s share of those

taxes in 2006 was 2.07 percent, or

$16,410,015. The average breakdown per

taxing unit countywide:

JCPRD

What does the District do with its share?

For a home valued at $200,000 (in 2006) the District's share
of your property tax would be $52.58 (2.286 mills).

B $7,051,315 Capital Outlay (38.57%)
W $2,952,318 Employee Benefits Fund (16.15%)

$3,037,015 Parks — Maintenance & Parks
Personnel (16.61%)

$1,681,179  Administration — Human Resources,
Payroll, Community Relations (9.2%)

$1,045,488  Land Acquisition, Planning,
Development (5.71%)

B $1,304,426 Park Police Services, Resource
Protection, Risk Management,
Environmental Program
Administration (7.13%)

B $555,472 Special Populations, 50 Plus, The Theatre
in the Park Administration (3.04%)

$477,103 Bonded Indebtedness Payments (2.61%)

$179,261 Equipment Replacement (0.98%) Calculations based on data in the 2005 Abstract of Taxes,
Johnson County Records and Tax Administration Office.
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Johnson County Park and Recreation District

The Venue of Choice for Charity Events

Johnson County Park and Recreation District not only provides great places to enjoy
leisure time and the great outdoors, it also offers fund-raising organizers a wide variety
of venues for the charity events that are so critical to their causes. In the process of
hosting a wealth of fund-raising walks, runs, and tournaments over the years, the
District has helped thousands of caring individuals raise millions of dollars for the
charity or cause of choice.

One such fund-raising effort which benefited from the District's hospitality was the
2006 Kansas City Breast Cancer 3-Day Walk, which had more than 1,300 participants
and raised more than $2.8 million. Among the broad spectrum of other worthy causes
benefiting from events held in District parks and facilities in 2006 were: cystic fibrosis,
AIDS, stroke rehabilitation, systemic sclerosis, pet adoption, environmental protection,
and student scholarships.

Due to an ever-increasing number of special event requests, the District designed and
constructed the second phase of a walking and biking trail in Shawnee Mission Park.
The new trail allows large groups participating in walk-a-thon type events to park at
The Theatre in the Park and use the new trail to access the Mill Creek Streamway Park
and the 17-mile Gary L. Haller Trail. Through the use of barriers, the trail can be
configured to provide walks of almost any length, including five- and ten-kilometer routes.
Participants have the benefit of a controlled and safe facility for events. Other park
users benefit from unrestricted access to roadways and other areas of the park.

Welcome
Walkers and Crew!
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